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International Dyslexia Association 
of Ontario provides the following 
definition:

Decodable books and text contain 

words made of letter-sounds, and 

spelling and morphological patterns 

(e.g. prefixes & suffixes) that a student 

has been explicitly taught.

https://twitter.com/nellkduke/status/1573461787256782848?s=20&t=-ZP6eKOjKx4O7IEUVFOCFQ
https://www.idaontario.com/decodable-readers-and-text/
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Your child will use these developing skills while 
reading decodable books:

● Understanding how print works: knowing that words and letters have 
meaning

● Learning to match letters with their sounds: e.g.: knowing that “c” makes 
a /k/ sound

● Being able to hear and work with sounds in words: blending sounds 
together or breaking them apart

● Recognizing and remembering some common words that don’t follow the 
usual rules: e.g “like “ and “the”



Scope and 
Sequence

Decodable texts follow a  scope 
and sequence;

○ scope (the range of concepts 
covered in the book)

○ sequence (the order of concepts 
covered in the book)

○ simple to complex 
concepts

○ cumulative



How do I know if I have chosen the right decodable book for my child? 

● The sounds and patterns in the book match what your child has already 
been taught, so they can practice using their new skills.

● The books follow a clear, evidenced-based order for teaching 
sounds—starting with the most common letter/sound combinations  and 
slowly adding more complex sounds.

● Each new book builds on skills that were in the previous book,, adding just 
a few new sounds at a time. This way, kids keep practicing what they 
already know while learning something new.



Decodable Books: What You Need To Know: 

● The books are written so that children rely on sounding out words, not 
guessing from the pictures. 

● Decodable books are often not written in a conversational tone. The 
purpose of decodable books is to help kids crack the alphabetic code.

● Remember to stick with a decodable book! Don’t just have your child read 
it once. Practice reading the book, repeatedly, over a number of days to 
build fluency. 

● The books are filled with words that follow regular, predictable sound 
patterns. This helps kids sound them out when they’re just learning to 
read.


