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2017 was a year of transition, with a change in leadership and the addition of four new board  

members; we’re happy to have their skills and experience on our team in support of our many  

initiatives. Committees have been focusing on activities such as: 

 

 Reorganizing our website to give members and the public better, more streamlined access  

to information and resources 

 Providing information and referrals to people seeking help through our volunteer-staffed  

help line 

 Re-establishing regular publication of a digital Newsletter to share up-to-date information  

with IDA Ontario members 

 Membership tracking and renewal oversight to help ensure retention 

 Increasing awareness of dyslexia through community outreach events 

 Planning for the 2018 Literacy and Learning Conference 

 

Throughout the year, ONBIDA continued to build relationships and/or partner with organizations 

having similar goals, including Decoding Dyslexia Ontario (DDON), Dyslexia Canada, and Learning 

Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO), among others. We are glad to share knowledge and 

ideas with so many dedicated people and groups, and will continue to leverage opportunities to 

work together and support each other’s initiatives in the upcoming year.  
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Where your money goes: 

 
Free Information & Referral Line  

Literacy & Learning Conference 

Scholarships  

Outreach & Public Awareness   

Teacher Training  

Parent as Tutor Program  

Printing & Publishing 

Administration 

The 2017 financial year was a subdued year, which saw a change in leadership and no annual conference or fund-

raiser. Year over year revenues decreased by 31%, largely contributed to by a significant decrease in conference 

fees and membership fees.  

As a result of reduced expenses, ONBIDA incurred an operating surplus of over $17,000. Year over year expenses 

decreased by 74%, the largest decrease in expenses related to conference fees and public relations officer costs.  

Our financial resources are deployed in a careful and efficient manner to optimize every dollar spent. Our efforts go 

into raising public awareness and providing education and support to make a significant and positive impact on the 

lives of those with dyslexia. The accompanying pie charts represent the breakdown of our revenues and expenses 

for the year ended December 2017.  
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Treasurer’s Report 

The financial statements are audited by  

D’Angela Sorenti Palombo,  

Chartered Accountants.  
Contact us for a copy at  

info@idaontario.com. 

EXPENSES 

REVENUES 
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Awareness & Support 

For the fourth consecutive year, ONBIDA was a literacy partner at 

the Word on the Street Festival, which was held on September 24, 

2017 at the Harbourfront Centre in Toronto.  

As in previous years, many people visited our booth to work on literacy crafts, browse through our free book 

‘store,’ make donations and learn more about dyslexia and our organization. As well, ONBIDA’s Azza Daba 

presented a simulation of dyslexia, and we were glad to speak with Ontario Premiere Kathleen Wynne about 

literacy issues and improvement goals in the province.  

 

 
ONBIDA was invited to participate in the Parent Engagement in Action Conference with the Peel District 
School Board on October 28, 2017. The theme of the conference was “We Rise Together” and featured 

speaker Dr. Beverly Daniel, author of the book 
Diversity, Justice and Community.  
 
We were able to provide attendees with details 
about dyslexia and had numerous interesting 
conversations with participants regarding the 
nature of dyslexia, what it looks like in students 
and how to identify it.  
 
This was also a great opportunity to help dispel 
the frequently-held myth that dyslexia is simply 
about reading letters backwards, and share re-
sources and information that parents and edu-
cators can use to assist students struggling to 
read.  
 

 

 
The IDA Ontario Help Line receives dozens of requests via phone and 
e-mail throughout the year from individuals seeking information about 
and assistance with dyslexia-related issues. In an effort to ensure more 
consistent coverage and tracking of help line requests, a new database 
was established to collect detailed information on all enquiries from  
the public. This will enable better measurement and analysis of request 
types, which will allow us to respond more quickly and efficiently  
beginning in 2018. 
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ONBIDA is grateful for the support provided by members, volunteers, sponsors and donors.  

Thank you for your generous contributions, which help us to achieve our mission! 

 

 Volunteers   

 

Fiona Ara, Mahmoud Bakir, Shannon Broughton, Bronte Chew, Azza Daba,  

Ibrahim Ennara, Sue Gray, Natalie Hobson, Jana Leggett, Jackie Lincoln,  

Kelly MacDonald, Aidan Shepard, Tracy Shepard, Julie Sorhaitz, Landon Tresise 

 

 

Donors 

 
The Estate of Mary Frances Briere-Edney 

Susan Gray 

Azza Daba 

Yatin Dullabh 

Liisa Freure 

Jill Kearney 

Jacqueline Lincoln 

David Shepard 

Loretta Tang 
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The Ontario Branch of the International Dyslexia Association 
(ONBIDA) is a non-profit charitable organization founded in 2004. 
The branch is operated almost entirely by volunteers, and provides 
free information, support and referral services to the public. 

ONBIDA is committed to informing, educating and supporting  
individuals with dyslexia, their families, and the communities and 
professionals that support them. 

We believe individuals with dyslexia have the right to achieve their 
potential, that individual learning abilities can be strengthened, and 
that social, educational and cultural barriers to literacy must be  
removed. 

 
 Promoting literacy through research, education & advocacy 
 

           Charitable Registration Number  85713 3078 RR0001 

ONBIDA’s Mission  
 

About IDA 

Headquartered in Baltimore, MD, 
the International Dyslexia 
Association (IDA) has more than 
10,000 members worldwide. 
Members and the public-at-large 
have access to local resources 
throughout 42 branches in the 
U.S.A. & Canada and 24 Global 
Partners. 

 
The IDA’s mission is to create a 
future for every individual who 
struggles with dyslexia and other 
related reading differences that 
results in a richer, more robust  
life and the access to tools and  
resources when they need them.  
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ONBIDA 

 

115 Hanna Road 

Toronto, ON M4G 3N5 

Canada 
 

Phone: 416-716-9296 

www.idaontario.com 

e-mail: info@idaontario.com 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

Help us continue to grow! 
  → Send us a note about how Dyslexia and/or ONBIDA has touched your life 

    → Consider a first time, monthly, or legacy donation    

      → Volunteer with us 
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