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Iõm also pleased to an-

nounce our new Parent 

as Tutor distance train-

ing program that be-

gins in June. This inno-

vative program offers 

distance training for 

parents who wish to 

learn how to teach 

their own children to 

read. The course will 

be run by a qualified 

multisensory, struc-

tured -language thera-

pist who will instruct 

parent tutors via e -mail 

correspondence re-

garding how to teach 

their children. We are 

very excited about this 

new offering and look 

forward to the many 

success stories it will 

generate.  
 

Best wishes for a safe 

and happy summer to 

you and your family!  

H a p p y  S p r i n g 

(finally!)!!  
 

Congratulations to 

everyone involved in 

our most successful 

conference to -date 

that took place on May 

7th, 2011. Our Literacy 

and Learning confer-

ences have become 

known for their high -

calibre programming 

and this year was no 

exception. Delegates 

came out in record 

numbers to see key-

note Dr. Gordon 

Shermanõs presenta-

tion of Cerebrodiver-

sity in the Classroomó 

as well as workshops 

from four other highly 

regarded presenters. 

A special thank you to 

Valerie Fish and the 

Conference Commit-

tee for going above 

and beyond to make 

this yearõs event such 

an incredible experi-

ence for the almost 

300 parents and pro-

fessionals in atten-

dance. Read on for 

reviews on all of the 

sessions! 
 

We have many more 

upcoming events in-

cluding our Right To 

Read parent educa-

tion groups, Eastern 

Speaker Series, and 

summer teacher train-

ing. I would also like 

to invite you to our 

Annual Members 

Meeting being held 

on June 12th. ONBIDA 

volunteers are also 

welcome to attend the 

post-meeting volun-

teer reception. Please 

be sure to check out 

full details and regis-

tration in our Event 

C a l e n d a r  a t  

www.idaontario.com  

A letter from the Executive Director.  

SUMMER 2011  

In This Issue  

If you would like to receive a paper copy of the newsletter please call us at:   416-716-9296 

Make sure your name is on 
our e-mail list to ensure that 
you receive the next edition.  
Go to idaontario.com.   

Registration for events 

is available online at 

www.idaontario.com   

Check our website   

for updates and  

opportunities to get  

involved.  

Michelle Halsey  
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Our newsletterðRight to Readï reaches hundreds of parents and  
professionals supporting individuals with dyslexia. It is published  
electronically four times a year by the Ontario Branch of the  
International Dyslexia Association.  
 

Advertising rates and submission/publication dates may be found by 
going to our website and clicking on the Newsletter button. 
 

We welcome advertising, submissions of articles, calendar events, and 
feedback. Please submit your advertising requests, articles, calendar 
items, questions or comments to Liisa Freure, editor, at: 
liisa.freure@idaontario.com 
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Families are needed for a  

research project at Sick Kids  
 

The Genetics of Reading  

Disabilities Study at the   

Hospital for Sick Children  

 

Join the research study and learn 

more about your child while  

helping us to learn  

why reading disabilities  

run in families.  

 

For more info, contact:  

Tasha Carter: 416-813-8207 

tasha.carter@sickkids.ca  

We offer :  

¶ The opportunity to use talents on one of our committees 

¶ Interesting challenges and learning experiences 

¶ Professional development at each board meeting 

¶ A feeling of worth and pride in serving our mission 

¶ The opportunity to network with both board and international   
members 

Volunteer!   

         * ONBIDA provides Directors and officers liability insurance 

the opportunity to make a difference...  

Newsletter Committee:Newsletter Committee:  
Editor: Liisa Freure  

Toby Goldberg  

Barb Maclean  

Board Members 

ONBIDA is currently seeking appli-
cations from suitable candidates to 
fill available positions on our Board 
of Directors for the upcoming year. 
Candidates with a background or 
interest in law, policy making, fund-
raising, communications/marketing, 
technology, and education are en-

couraged to apply.  E-mail  

executivedirector@idaontario.com 

Right to Read Night  
FUNdraiser ! Committee 
Planning is starting for this fall 
event and we are looking for peo-
ple to join this fabulous committee!  
This event has grown and we have 
lots of roles both big and small for 
people with a variety of skills and 
talents.  Volunteers rave about their 
experience at our premier event 
that has attracted much attention 
from guests and the media.  After 
two wildly successful years this 
event runs like a well oiled machine 
and we invite YOU to hop on 
board!  There are too many posi-
tions to list but a few include silent 
auction, event day volunteers, ad-
ministration, sponsorship liaison, 
and venue coordination.  If you 
want to be part of this dynamic 
FUN group of volunteers behind 
our flagship fundraising event, 
please e-mail Michelle Halsey at 

executivedirector@idaontario.com 

Right to Read Newsletter   
We are looking for volunteers with 
skills in layout design and editing to 
help with publication of our news-
letter.  This is a fabulous opportu-
nity to get involved and make a 
difference while working from the 

comfort of your home   E-mail 

liisa.freure@idaontario.com  

Join us! 

http://www.idaontario.com
mailto:liisafreure@idaontario.com
mailto:tasha.carter@sickkids.ca
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The purpose of the AMM is as follows:  

1. To receive and consider the Financial Statements of 2010;  

2. To re-appoint D'Angela Sorrenti Palombo, Chartered     

    Accountants, as auditors and to authorize the directors      

to fix their remuneration;  

3. To elect Howard Balter, Jana Leggett, Sherry Raffalovitch,  

    and Andy Strub as directors of the board.  

4. To confirm Executive Committee Appointments of  

     President, Vice -President, Treasurer and Secretary.  

5. To transact such other business as may properly come  

     before the meeting.  

Following the AMM from 3:30 -4:30 

All are invited to attend for refreshments 

and to celebrate a successful year ñ   

Just our way of saying THANK YOU for    

all that you do!  

Join 200 people in downtown Toronto for a fabulous social evening and silent auction that has met 

with rave reviews.  Learning to read is a right, not a privilege. Join us on October 25th 2011 to 

help us make sure everyone enjoys that right.    

 

*Volunteers, sponsors and silent auction donors  please contact  

Michelle Halsey at executivedirector@idaontario.com  for full details  

NOTICE of Annual Members  Meeting  

Sunday, June 12, 2011    2:45ð 3:15 

25 Fairway Heights Drive  

Bayview Golf & Country Club  

Thornhill, Ontario  

Volunteer  

     Appreciation  

            Reception  

Back by Popular Demand!      ONBIDAõs 3rd Annual 

¶ Signature cocktails  

¶ Creative appetizers and non -alcoholic drinks  

¶ Silent Auction with a wide range of products,  

services and prices  

¶ Live Entertainment  

¶ Special Guests 

¶ The knowledge that your attendance will    

support the 1 million+ people in Ontario     

living with dyslexia!  

Tuesday October 25, 2011  

        6:30 pm ð 9:30 pm       
   Tickets are only $45/person   

              

Duke of Westminster            

Grand Hall  

77 Adelaide Street West  

First Canadian Place, Toronto  
 

www.RightToReadNight.com  

http://ca.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=executivedirector@idaontario.com
http://www.righttoreadnight.com/
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My Journey with John 

He was placed on a list to receive 

help from the Reading Specialist 

that is in the school.  That helped 

a bit in the fact that it got him to 

recognize the letters of the alpha-

bet, but it still wasnõt helping him 

to read.   

My mother -in-law came to visit 

one Sunday and brought with her 

a book from the library.  She 

passed it to me and said, òMaybe 

there is something in there that 

would help you out with John.ó  

The title was òThe Everything 

Parentõs Guide to Children with 

Dyslexia.ó I started to read it and 

you could of just inserted Johnõs 

name into every paragraph, it all 

fit.  As well, during this time, my 

mother had Alzheimerõs and had 

passed away that summer.  I was 

down for the funeral and was 

spending a weekend with my 

brothers and family and was chat-

ting with my brother about Johnõs 

trouble with reading.  I showed 

him how John saw letters and 

what they looked like to him. His 

eyes filled up and said that is ex-

actly how he used to see all the 

letters; I never knew anybody 

else saw them the same as me.  

That was when I knew exactly that 

John has Dyslexia. 

In a very funny and strange way, I 

was thrilled.  At least now I knew 

what we were up against, and it 

had a name, and as far as I knew 

it was treatable.  It wasnõt cancer, 

it wasnõt Downõs Syndrome, it was 

Dyslexia, and from then on I had 

a focus.  It was to help John to 

learn how to read.  

John started grade 2 on a very 

different note.  I was very blessed 

to have the same grade 2 

teacher as we had in grade 1.  I 

went to see her, grabbed her 

arm and said, òI know what John 

has, it is called Dyslexia, and 

this is what we can do.ó  His 

teacher was phenomenal, and 

had an IEP put in place for him 

right away.  That means itõs his 

own individualized education 

plan, so he could have all his 

tests given to him orally, and 

they would scribe his answers 

for him.  As well, he was placed 

on the list to receive his own 

laptop for his school journey, 

right until the end of high 

school.  The school helped as 

much as they could, but they 

still didnõt know how to go about 

teaching him how to read.   

I made it my mission that he 

wasnõt going to grow up 

and go out in the world 

without knowing how to 

read.  It was just unthink-

able to me that this would 

even be an option.   

So the next place that I went to 

get help was the library.  There 

was a book that I started with, 

that was how to teach your Dys-

lexic child how to read.  I 

started working with John in Oc-

tober for 1/2 hour every day: 

weekends, holidays, Christmas, 

March Break --  we were relent-

less.  I used chalkboard, string, 

magnets, sand, rice...anything 

that you could think of, we used 

it.  By about April, I was getting 

very concerned; he still wasnõt 

progressing along as I thought 

he should.  Fear started to over-

take me and I prayed for direc-

tion and guidance.  My main 

thought was:  what if I have been 

wrong all along and he really 

wonõt be able to learn how to 

read???? We have been putting 

all this time and effort and it still 

As with the retelling of 

all journeys, the best 

place to start is at the 

beginning...  
 

John is my son, who is 8 years 

old.  I have a daughter who is 11, 

and I have been married for 19 

years to my wonderful husband 

Jim.   

When John was little, the thing 

that I first noticed was his delay in 

speaking.  At first I didnõt think 

much about it, but as he got 

older, I noticed that his speech 

wasnõt clear.  That was the begin-

ning of me starting to work with 

John.  We went to a speech thera-

pist in Smithõs Falls during the 

summer of 2006.  He was very 

insecure and would never leave 

my side even in our own house.  

At church he was called my Vel-

cro kid.  I still never really 

thought very much about it; lots 

of children really like their 

Moms, lots of children have trou-

ble with speech, lots of children 

just have troubles period.   

Then in Senior Kindergarten, I 

really started to notice things.  

John wasnõt ògettingó his flash 

card words; he was having trou-

ble with printing, and really did-

nõt want to have too much to do 

with anything related to reading.  

I was told, òDonõt worry, boys 

develop slower than girls,ó then, 

òMaybe you should get his hear-

ing checked out,ó (which we 

did), then, òMaybe you should 

get his eyes checked out,ó (which 

we did).  But still things werenõt 

coming along as they should.  

 John was starting grade 1 not 

knowing his letters, what they 

looked like, how they sounded or 

anything to help him out in the 

learning environment of the 

school.   

 

Then problems slowly 
started é he just didnõt want 
to go to school.  I thought, 
this canõt be right; school 
shouldnõt be so hard for him, 
especially grade 1.   
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is not  showing the results that it 

should????? Then I was sitting in 

my living room with the T.V on 

TVO, and a 20 second commer-

cial came on about a  young girl 

(in her 20õs) who has Dyslexia, 

her journey and she said that  if  

you or anybody else that you 

know has it, please email us até

and we can help you.  I thought 

it was a very long shot, but at 

this point I wasnõt going to shoot 

down any possible help. So I 

emailed and within about 2 -3 

hours I got a reply from a very 

nice lady, (I donõt remember 

her name).  She directed me to 

the International Dyslexia Asso-

ciation e -mail address.  From 

there, I e -mailed the agency and 

I got a reply within a day.  You 

have no idea how I felt to re-

ceive that e -mail.  To have spent 

all this time, working with John, 

not really knowing if I was doing 

the right thing or not, not having 

anybody to talk to, then to find 

such a knowledgeable person, 

who was so kind and caring and 

compassionate about a child  

she had never even met.  It was 

a gift from heaven.  After quite a 

few e-mails back and forth,   it 

was decided that she would 

teach me how to work with John 

and exactly what to do.   

Now this is where the story gets 

really interestingé.after more e

-mailing back and forth, we dis-

covered that I hadnõt been using 

a total multisensory method. 

That was what was lacking in the 

teaching with John throughout 

the previous years.  The method 

that is used to teach Dyslexic 

children how to read is phe-

nomenal: it is a 6 -step program 

that uses all the senses. Our first 

lesson was June the 15th , and 

we started working with ay (ay 

at the end). I was taught the cor-

rect way to work with John and 

what cues to look for with him. I 

had another òahaó moment that 

summer; it was that itõs not the 

content that is the problem for 

Dyslexic children, itõs the 

method.  All this time, I had 

been told that John doesnõt have 

a very good memory; he has a 

hard time retaining things.  This 

is so not true, he has a phe-

nomenal memory; it is just in the 

way that language is taught to 

him whether or not he retains it.  

If it is just based on the òlook 

and sayó method, it will not al-

ways be 100% secure in there.  

But if it is taught with the mul-

tisensory method, then that is a 

different story.   

 I canõt say enough good things 

about this program.  It has given 

us hope and joy and belief that it 

will all be o.k. now.  We are now 

on the 4th column of working our 

way through the program and I 

have no doubt in my mind that 

when we finish it, John will be a 

very accomplished reader.  

 I can honestly say that for any of 

you that have children that are 

struggling, that if you follow the 

steps that are provided and 

work with the child, you will see 

such an improvement, you wonõt 

believe it.  Itõs not easy, it re-

quires work, patience and òstick 

to it nessó that maybe you didnõt 

realize that you even had.  

 John said something to me in 

the summer that has made such 

an everlasting impression on 

me.  He had been having a hard 

time mastering something and 

finally when he did, I said to 

him, òJohn you must be so ex-

cited, it must be like a light 

switch has gone on and now you 

are able to see.ó   

Since then, my teacher and I 

have been giving John the keys  

that he needs to keep unlocking 

that door.  How could you not 

help someone in that situation? 

No wonder they start to experi-

ence frustration and hopeless-

ness and acting out in class.  

Imagine spending even 1 day 

feeling like that.  It is unimagin-

able to me to go through life 

feeling like that.  

Itõs not that Dyslexia can be 

cured, but it can be managed.  

John is able to read everything 

that has been taught to him so 

far.  The difference in his self -

confidence is amazing; he has 

just blossomed into a wonderful, 

happy little boy.  I am proud to 

be able to stand here today and 

tell you all of the fantastic things 

that he has done.  If you are sit-

ting there thinking to yourself, 

òWow that Mom is wonderful,ó 

itõs not me, it is John.  He is will-

ing to work with me every day 

and keep reading to me and to 

keep practisingé.he is the true 

hero and we make a wonderful 

teamñ my teacher, John and 

myself.  

Thank you for your time,  

God bless, Pam  

He said òItõs like I am in a 
room all by myself, with the 
door locked and everybody 
is on the other side.   

I am pulling and pulling on 
the door handle to open it 
and itõs not opening, then 
you come along and give 
me a key to be able to 
unlock that door and I am 
able to join everybody 
else.ó  

ð see pg 16 of this newsletter or check the website for details on this HBO documentary 

Join us for a screening of Journey into  DYSLEXIA 



The language therapist will in-

struct each parent tutor about 

how to teach their child via 

email correspondence. Parent 

tutors must have the ability to 

work well with the child and a 

high level of commitment to de-

livering the required number of 

lessons per week. Adults other 

than the parents (friends, other 

family members)  may also ap-

ply to be the òParent as Tutoró 

for the child.  

 There are currently 5 spaces 

available and first preference 

will be given to families living in 

areas that have the lowest ac-

cess to remedial services for 

dyslexia.  

 

For further information and to 

download application forms for 

the training please go to:  

www.idaontario.com/events   

or e-mail info@idaontario.com   

 

In order to facilitate services in 

areas with less access to ser-

vices for children with dyslexia, 

ONBIDA is offering a distance 

training course for parents who 

wish to learn how to teach their 

own children to read.  This 

course is open to parents who 

are current members of ONBIDA 

and will be run by a qualified 

multisensory structured lan-

guage therapist.  

òParents as Tutorsó Distance Training Course 

Do you have a child who is struggling to read? Are you living in an area that has little or no service for 

children with dyslexia? Would you like to learn how to tutor your child ?  

 

ONBIDA is pleased to offer a new  distance training course for  

parents to learn how to teach their child to read.  
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Fall 2011 Lecture Series 

Back by popular demand!  

Peter Chaban M.Ed., MA, will kick start our 

2011-12 Lecture Series.   

After his highly successful presentation in 

April, 2010, attendees requested that he 

return to delve further into many of the 

points he raised in his lecture on Helping 

Students with Learning Disabilties/ADHD in 

Secondary School.  

ONBIDAõs popular Lecture Series brings 

research informed presentations about dys-

lexia, learning differences, reading, writing, 

and other related fields to the people who 

need it the most.  Donõt miss the exciting 

line up of speakers for the 2011 -12 year!  

Check back often on our website for details 

about date and location.   

ww.idaontario.com  

http://www.jslearningtools.ca/
http://www.idaontario.com/events
mailto:info@idaontario.com
idaontario.com
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TEACHER TRAINING    
summer  
2011 

Un  lock  ing  Language:  Teaching Structured Language  

Research has clearly shown that a teacherõs knowledge of language structure is the most important fac-

tor in determining how well students learn to read and write : the higher the teacherõs level of knowl-

edge of language structure, the better the student's reading and writing abilities. Unfortunately, research 

also shows that the general level of knowledge of language structure among teachers is low, and that they 

consistently overestimate their knowledge in this area.  "The challenge is not ignorance, it is presumed 

knowledge."  
 

This course is designed to extend participantsõ knowledge of English language structure which will in-

crease their ability to plan more powerful reading, writing, and spelling instruction, as well as to adapt pro-

grams to the needs of specific learners.  

Sally Shearman  was one of the founders of the Ontario Branch of the International Dyslexia Association 

(President 2004-09) and has served in a variety of positions at the local and national levels within IDA since 

1999. Sally teaches Special Education and has been with the York Region District School Board since 1991. 

She has taught in inclusive classrooms, student support centres, and has been teaching a special two -year 

intensive program for children in the junior elementary grades with severe dyslexia and ADHD since 2005. 

She also served as a member of the Advisory Panel for the National Early Literacy Strategy, a project of the 

Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network (CLLRNet), and was a member of the Advisory Panel 

for the Effective Reading Instruction Resource Kit, CLLRNet.  Dyslexia runs in Sallyõs family and she is pas-

sionate about making sure that all children receive research -informed literacy instruction.  

At the end of the course, participants will:   

¶ Understand how the languages of Anglo -Saxon, Latin and Greek influence English spelling patterns.  

¶ Accurately match speech sounds with their written forms in English words.  

¶ Recognize and explain common rules and patterns in English.  

¶ Differentiate between ôhigh frequencyõ and ôirregularõ words. 

¶ Identify, explain, and categorize six basic syllable types in English spelling.  

¶ Identify and categorize common morphemes in English.  

¶ Apply 1 ð 6 to student work samples to determine what is known by the student, breakdown 

points, and next steps in learning.  

¶ Create some activities to address #7.  
 

Practical links and activities for classroom instruction will be demonstrated throughout the course.  

 

Date: July 4 -7   9:30-2:00  Location:  Richmond Hill Central Library  
  1 Atkinson  , Richmond Hill  
  905-884-9288.  Afternoons will be needed for  

completing practice exercises  
and readings.   Working Lunch will be provided on-site. 

Suggested 

Texts:   

Speech to Print by Louisa Cook Moats  

Speech to Print Workbook by Louisa 

Cook Moats  

 * early  
   bird  

after 

June 4 

members  $ 345 $ 375 

non-

members  

$ 420 $ 450 

Previous teacher training sessions have reached maximum capacity quickly ñ so register early to avoid disappointment!  

Go to www.idaontario.com  or call 416.716.9296 for more information and to register.   

Limited spaces available  



Keep updated with all of the latest news and 

events at  

ONBIDA  
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Has your son or daughter been identified with dyslexia or 

a related language learning disability?  

Then this group is for you!  
This is an opportunity for parents and those concerned about  

children with dyslexia  

to meet, share ideas and information, and support one another.  
 

3 Locations:  Toronto, Richmond Hill & Kingston * New West End location coming soon  

Parent Education Groups  

Langstaff Discovery Centreτ Program room 
155 Red Maple Road, Richmond Hill   

North of Leslie and Hwy. 7 
 

Time: 7 - 9 PM 

Dates: Thursdays 

Richmond Hill  

SUMMER 2011  

Leaside Public LibraryτProgram room 
165 McRae Drive , Toronto (South Leaside)   

South of Eglinton, east of Bayview  
 

Time: 7 - 9 PM 
 

Dates: Tuesdays  
 

2011:  Jun 7 

Toronto  

Registration required for all groups  
due to limited space:   

 

Visit Parent Groups in the Events Calendar at 
www.idaontario.com or Call 416.716.9296  

Various locations & times 

Kingston  
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Preparing for the Post -

Secondary Transition  
Toronto:  Tues. June 7, 2011  

Does your teen have a learning exceptionality? 

Are you and your child thinking about life beyond 

high school? Do you and your child have ques-

tions about post -secondary education and finding 

a career? 

Join Tracey Addision and Mitchell Curci from 

YMCA Academy, a high school for youth with 

learning disabilities and learning -style differ-

ences, to hear about these topics:  

Tracey Addison and Mitchell Curci  

YMCA Academy  

We are looking for parent volunteers for our new òRight To 

Readó Parent Education Group in the West end 

(Mississauga).  

ONBIDA will provide speakers, registration, marketing and 

volunteer support at events.  

Parents and professionals consistently report that ON-

BIDAõs Parent Education Groups are an invaluable resource 

for parents and others supporting children with dyslexia.  

You will help connect families to information and people 

that will shape their experience as they navigate through 

the process of raising a child with dyslexia.  

If you are interested in volunteering please contact Sue 

Barr sue.barr@hotmail.com  

Parent Volunteer  Opportunities  

ÅThink Before you Leap ð Choosing a Career Path  

ÅFactors that Influence Success in Post-Secondary 

Studies 

ÅPlanning Ahead - Resources 

ÅThe Process 

ÅOntario College Application System (OCAS) 

ÅOntario University Application Centre (OUAC) 

ÅPreparing for Success ð Accessing Support Pro-

grams for Students with Exceptionalities  

 

If you have questions about life beyond high 

school for children with learning disabilities then 

plan on attending this informative presentation!  

http://idaontario.com/Event-Calendar.html
mailto:sue.barr@hotmail.com
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April ñToronto  

On April 4, Strategic Transitions 

gave the Toronto Parent Group 

hands on demonstrations of three 

software packages that can greatly  

help anyone with a learning disabil-

ity, especially dyslexia.  The first, 

Word Q, will read out text and uses 

Reviews:  Parent Education Meetings  

word prediction and spoken feed-

back.  The second, Speak Q, con-

verts speech to text and works with 

Word Q to make the writing process 

even easier.  Renee described how 

this software is different from some-

thing like Dragon Naturally Speak-

ing software.  Speak Q is designed 

for people with disabilities and is 

much more forgiving for people 

with less than perfect speech.  The 

audience asked for an introduction 

to Inspiration so Nick gave a dem-

onstration of how it can help with 

presentations, projects, essays and 

so forth.  It is used to organize and 

develop ideas through the use of 

mind maps, outlines and diagrams.  

It helps visual learners get their 

ideas down and then gives tools to 

organize them.  The presenters re-

layed that the software was ministry 

licensed and is available to anyone 

who needs it.   

Strategic Transitions: 

Technology  

By Riina Makk   

May ñRichmond Hill  

When meeting with school profes-

sionals it is very useful to have a 

profile binder for your child. Show-

ing photos of your child with their 

strengths and interests creates a 

better rounded picture of your 

child. In June collect documentation 

(report cards, assessments etc). 

Throughout the summer gather pic-

tures and examples which reflect 

your childõs interests and strengths. 

Organize your binder into sections: 

interests, strengths/needs, strate-

gies, IPRC identification, assess-

ments, IEP, report cards and re-

sources. In August (during the third 

or fourth week) call the school to ar-

range a meeting with the Special 

Education teacher and classroom 

teacher (before school starts is pref-

erable, but the first week is also fine).  

You are part of your childõs school 

team. You are the expert   on your 

child ð share that knowledge so that 

the school can provide the best sup-

port possible.  

Children always lose a percentage of 

what they have learned during the 

school year over the summer. Make 

sure your child reads everyday!  

Choose books at your childõs reading 

level. Practise sight words at your 

childõs reading level.  There are the 

Fryõs list or Dolch sight words lists. 

These lists can be downloaded.  

Try to incorporate some writing 

activities into your summer, such as: 

journals, scrap booking, letter writ-

ing, power points,   or comics. Use 

technology to practise skills and 

make it fun and interesting. Play 

games to practice skills.  

The summer is a great time to focus 

on self esteem. Remind your chil-

dren of their strengths. Talk about 

dyslexia openly. Take the time to 

understand the disability and how it 

can be supported.      

Profile Binders &  

Summer Literacy  

Activities  

By Sue Barr  



ONBIDA is proud to have been 

able to provide six scholarships 

for qualified applicants to attend 

the conference: four in honour 

of Mr. Elie Roth, who was instru-

mental in the creation of ON-

BIDA, and two supported from 

Dundee Wealth.  

Finally, I would like to welcome 

your valuable feedback on the 

conference, as we are already 

thinking about ONBIDAõs 2012 

Literacy and Learning confer-

ence! Please help shape the 

next conference by responding 

to the conference evaluation that 

was  emailed to all 2011 confer-

ence registrants. We will soon 

consider pre -eminent speakers 

to address your stated interests 

on issues of dyslexia, literacy 

and learning. We also welcome 

and encourage your volunteer-

ism to participate in helping or-

ganize the next conference, and 

we look forward to seeing you 

back again in May 2012 for an-

other day of learning.  
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Practitioners, educators, parents 

and scientists gathered at the 

CNIB in Toronto on May 7 th, 

2011 to devote a day to explor-

ing many important aspects of 

dyslexia at our 7 th annual confer-

ence. Thank you to all who par-

ticipated; the conference com-

mittee, volunteers, speakers, 

sponsors and exhibitors in-

volvement spelled the success  

of a high caliber day of learning. 

Particularly, the efforts of our 

new committee volunteers 

Joanne Mills, Susan Morawetz, 

Carolyn Wright and Anne 

Bundssei deserve special men-

tion and sincere appreciation.  

This yearõs conference hon-

oured the volunteer leadership 
of Roby Hochman , a founding 

member of ONBIDA and leader 

in creating and sustaining       

ONBIDAõs annual conference 

since 2004. 

Our interest in dyslexia was 

punctuated in the morning with 

Nathan, a talented and brave 

nine year old boy who shared 

his school speech about how 

having dyslexia had affected 

him and how he managed it.  

Dr. Gordon Sherman õs keynote 

presentation on Cerebrodiver-

sity and the dyslexic brain ð and 

how the future is bright for peo-

ple with dyslexia - showcased 

both the advantages and chal-

lenges which students with dys-

lexia face.  

Dee Rosenberg followed with a 

presentation in four parts 

through the rest of the day on 

the components of delivering an 

effective literacy program in the 

classroom. We thank Dr. 

Sherman and Dee Rosenberg for 

traveling to Toronto from New 

Jersey, and to Dr. Anthony 

Henley who traveled from 

Washington, D.C. to share their 

valued expertise. Parent atten-

dees were treated to three pres-

entations through the day on 

different aspects of supporting 

their children who struggle with 
literacy learning, with Todd 

Cunningham, Dr. Anthony 

Henley and Diane Wagner pre-

senting on assistive technology 

for reading and writing, parent-

ing, and educational policy. We 

were honoured to have hosted 

these speakers.  

 

 ONBIDAõs 7th Annual  

Literacy and Learning  Conference  

Valerie Fish (Conference Chair and V.P.), 

Dr. Gordon Sherman, Dee Rosenberg, 

and Liisa Freure (President) 

Roby Hochmanñhonoured as   

a leader in creating ONBIDAõs 

conference 

Valerie Fish (Conference Chair and V.P.), 

Michelle Halsey (Executive Director), Lisa 

Strub (Volunteer Coordinator), and Sean 

Keane (Volunteer) 

By Valerie Fish 

Conference Chair 



ONBIDA  keeps you connected  and òin the know ó 

Go to http://twitter.com/ONBIDA  

Click here to join the facebook 

group  
 

Dyslexia, Did You Know?  

Dr. Gordon Sherman is the Ex-

ecutive Director of the New-

grange School in New Jersey.  

He was previously Assistant Pro-

fessor of  Neurology at Harvard 

Medical School and Past -

President of IDA.  

Dr. Sherman talked of recent 

research in neuroscience that 

indicates that the brains of dys-

lexic people are wired differ-

ently than those of non -dyslexic 

people. Often this characteristic 

is inherited.  Dr. Sherman 

stressed that this is a difference, 

not a disability.  Indeed, 

t h r o ugh  h i s  t h e me o f 

òCerebrodiversityó he cele-

brated the differences among 

students and their special tal-

ents which derive from it.  

Dyslexic brains have atypical 

language and sensory systems 

because the cells in the visual 

and auditory part of the Thala-

mus are smaller. Thus, they 

learn in a different manner and 

need to be taught accordingly. 

Unfortunately, our current edu-

cation system does not address 

the diverse needs of students 

with diverse teaching methods.  

Cerebro -diversity, Dr. Sherman 

explains, means that no two 

brains are alike and that these 

differences make us unique and 

aid in the evolution of human -

kind. Dyslexic people are crea-

tive, visual thinkers who are 

very good at seeing the ôbig 

pictureõ and developing new 

technologies.  Dr. Sherman de-

scribed the amazing strengths 

that often go along with being 

dyslexic: many excel at geome-

try and higher -level math, are 

often very visual spatial think-

ers, can be good with making 

things with their hands and are 

often fine athletes.  

 

Dyslexic people are creative, 

visual thinkers who are very 

good at seeing the ôbig pictureõ 

and developing new technolo-

gies.   

Helping children with dyslexia 

learn to read and write with di-

rect, specified and sequential 

instruction will make their envi-

ronment one in which they can 

achieve their goals. Technology 

will play an important role in 

this future success by allowing 

them to by -pass some of the dif-

ficulties they have with reading 

and writing.  Dr. Sherman made 

a very important analogy, 

òWhen a dyslexic student needs 

to use technology to assist with 

reading, is that cheating?ó òNoó 

says Dr. Sherman. òIs a blind 

person cheating when using 

brail?ó 

Dr. Sherman believes that the 

future will be kinder to dyslexic 

people due to a combination of 

these factors, including the work 

that ONBIDA does to help im-

prove both public awareness of 

dyslexia and education for dys-

lexic children.   

By Cora Westermann  
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Keynote Speaker   

       Dr. Gordon Sherman  

The FUTURE looks BRIGHT! 

http://twitter.com/ONBIDA
http://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/ONBIDA
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
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The importance of fluency for 

successful readers was ex-

plored in the second session. 

Answers to questions such as: 

What is fluency? Why the con-

cern with fluency? and How fast 

do fluent readers decode? led 

the way to practical information 

about developing fluency and 

exercises to improve fluency 

training.   

In the third session Dee ex-

plored the challenges of teach-

ing strategies for the explicit 

instruction of vocabulary. Our 

language is rich and complex! 

This reality was demonstrated 

through hands -on activities de-

signed to teach tier 1 (high fre-

quency words) tier 2 (high util-

ity sophisticated words) and tier 

3 (specialized knowledge 

words). Participants explored a 

variety of activities to determine 

high -utility words and worked 

through a multiple meaning web 

before moving on to study mor-

phology. The layers of English 

include Anglo -Saxon, Latin and 

Greek. Teaching this informa-

tion to children in an organized 

and systematic way assists them 

in understanding patterns and 

irregularities in language. Simi-

larly, teaching how to disassem-

ble words into parts and reas-

semble parts into derivatives 

increases their grasp of a wordõs 

meaning. This morphemic 

analysis is a particularly effec-

tive word -learning strategy 

when children are learning ma-

terial in subject -specific content 

areas.  Comprehension is an 

issue for children as they be-

come faced with more subject -

specific òbookó learning. In the 

fourth and final session, Dee led 

participants in an activity to 

identify the òBare Bonesó of sen-

tences. This involved isolating 

the subject word and predicate 

word, the òBare Bonesó of the 

sentence, to more easily identify 

its fundamental idea. This strat-

egy is particularly helpful for 

students who are attempting to 

isolate meaning in complex and 

subject -specific texts. Partici-

pants were given several oppor-

tunities to do this by finding the 

òBare Bonesó of sentences, ex-

ploring a òConnect, Correct and 

Collectó chart and manipulating 

a òText Structureó idea organ-

izer.  

Deeõs passion for the need to 

address cerebrodiversity in the 

classroom was evident in her 

energetic and enthusiastic pres-

entation. It provided partici-

pants with many strategies and 

activities that could be imple-

mented immediately. These 

strategies were well supported 

with a solid knowledge of the 

best practises and underpinned 

with academic research. Deeõs 

presentation provided the tools 

to fulfill the keynote  speakerõs 

invitation - òWelcome to the 

Future: Where Dyslexic Brains 

Thriveó.        

On Saturday, May 7 th Dee 

Rosenburg, in a series of four 

sessions, conducted a day -long 

presentation in which she de-

scribed the multisensory nature 

of the brain and outlined the 

components of an effective liter-

acy program. The aspects of an 

effective literacy/reading pro-

gram include: explicit phonemic 

awareness, direct teaching of 

decoding skills, guided oral 

reading to improve fluency and 

explicit instruction in vocabu-

lary and comprehension.   

In the first session Dee drew on 

lessons learned from neurosci-

ence to substantiate the neces-

sity of early identification and 

intervention for children with 

reading difficulties. She sug-

gested phonological awareness 

could be screened at the Kin-

dergarten and grade one level 

for the òdouble deficitó of rapid 

naming and phonological proc-

essing difficulties that, when 

combined with orthographic 

difficulties, produce a òtriple 

deficitó. Participants in the ses-

sion were then invited to follow 

up with a simulation activity 

which not only illustrated the 

issues with decoding that dys-

lexic children experience but 

the effect these difficulties can 

have on their confidence and 

self-esteem.   

Cerebrodiversity  and Effective Reading Instruction  

Professional Session: Dee Rosenberg M.A.  

By Maureen Ralph  
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Two lectures presented by Dr. 

Todd Cunningham, one focusing 

on reading and another on writ-

ing, were the best I have ever 

attended.  Todd is yet another 

highly successful dyslexic per-

son whom ONBIDA has intro-

duced to the parents of children 

with dyslexia.   The biggest buzz 

at lunch time was how comfort-

able he was misspelling so 

many words in front of a large 

audience.   He used his honest 

mistakes to show both the 

power and limitations of   assis-

tive software by employing the 

word prediction program when 

it worked and just ignoring it 

when it didnõt; he let spelling 

mistakes go in the name of get-

ting the actual project done.   He 

finished the òorganizeó step be-

fore bothering with the òeditó 

step in TOWER (think, organize, 

write, edit, review).    If  Dr. Cun-

ningham can ignore spelling 

until later in the process, we can 

encourage our kids to do this 

too. 
 

An important question he ad-

dressed was at what point in a 

studentõs progress is the intro-

duction of assistive technology 

appropriate?   It is always best to 

master a skill outright; however, 

he suggested that when reme-

diation becomes a frustration for 

the student assistive technology 

can move him/her for-

ward.  Todd also indicated that 

you have to match the appropri-

ate technology to the particular 

needs of the student: text -to-

speech software will not help 

them if their problem is organiz-

ing ideas.   

Many of the practices used to 

teach reading to dyslexic stu-

dents can also be used as the 

foundation for effective parent-

ing. The child is using the same 

brain at school as he is at home 

and that brain learns differently.   

The same neurodevelopmental 

deficits/differences that impact 

learning impact behaviour at 

home as well.  These include 

working memory, expressive 

language, executive function-

ing, temporal awareness, pat-

tern recognition, attention, sali-

ence determination and cogni-

tive flexibility.  Teachers and 

parents often ask students to do 

things that they are not neurode-

velopmentally ready to do.  

Principles of Orton -Gillingham -

based academic intervention 

should be used when we look at 

parenting the dyslexic student.  

Multisensory Parenting : The 

more different connections a 

brain can make the better.  

Donõt just talkñ show and make: 

use routines as some children 

have good muscle memory; 

walk -through what you want the 

child to do; use mnemonics and 

memory techniques; colour 

code tasks, jobs etc.  

Parenting should be structured 

and sequential .  Never assume 

the child òknowsó what òis ex-

pectedó.  Start at the beginning 

and take baby steps. Always 

Honour and Validate progress!  

Dyslexics often need to be di-

rectly taught ( direct instruction ) 

things that others pick up im-

plicitly i.e. social cues, patterns  

in behaviour.  Help them make 

connections and move from the 

concrete to the abstract.  

MODELING  is critical and a 

powerful learning tool for your 

child.  Model behaviours such 

as emotional expression, listen-

ing, de -escalation (focusing on 

language, tone, nonverbal cues 

etc.) and structure and routine.  

Teachers are constantly learn-

ing about a student ( diagnostic 

teaching ). Parents need to do 

this at home too.  Review 

òwhere things are breaking 

downó  i.e. homework (task 

analysis) .  Follow with a behav-

ioural analysis ð antecedents 

(what happened before) and 

consequences (responses the 

behaviour gets). Remember not 

to take things personally.  

Foster Metacognition  ð under-

standing how he/she learns.  

The child needs to understand 

his/her strengths, weaknesses, 

learning style etc. and then what 

they can do to help themselves 

(strategies).  

Informed Parenting Strategies  for Parents of Dyslexic Children  

Parent Session: Dr. Todd Cunningham  

Parent Session: Anthony Henley Psy.D  

By Linda Mooney  

Assistive Technology  for Reading & Writing  

By Riina Makk  



By Stefanie Cassidy 
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Diane concluded by discussing 

the different options available 

to parents if they disagree with 

the IEP, such as asking for a 

problem -solving meeting at 

the school level, calling an 

area superintendent or a spe-

cial education coordinator, or 

using a school boardõs informal 

or formal dispute resolution 

processes. She reminded   

everyone of the ultimate goal 

of the IPRC process: meeting 

the special educational needs 

of each child.   

considers it necessary to arrive 

at correct identification.  
  

IEPñ Individual Education 

Plan This individual plan is 

developed by the IPRC with 

the parents and student; tai-

lored to the childõs particular 

strengths and learning require-

ments. 
 

Accommodations are ways of 

teaching and testing that donõt 

change what your chid learns, 

just the way they learn and the 

way they show what they have 

learned.  
 

Modifications  are changes 

made to the subject and course 

material in order to meet the 

needs of the student.  
 

Alternative Skill Areas are 

used to develop skills or 

knowledge not usually taught 

in school, such as  anger man-

agement and behaviour con-

trol as well as social, listening 

and organizational skills.   

Diane Wagner, Manager of 

Public Policy, Client Services 

& Training, Learning Disabili-

ties Association of Ontario,  

began her presentation by 

defining Special Education as 

instruction and assessment 

that differ from those provided 

to the general student popula-

tion.  She then explained the 

following terms:  

IRPC ñ  Ident i f icat ion, 

Placement & Review Com-

m i t t e e  i d e n t i f i e s 

òexceptionaló students enti-

tled to special education pro-

grams & services.  
 

Assessments ñ An IPRC may 

request a medical and/or psy-

chological assessment if it 

Access to:  

¶ Audio Books for all ages and interests  

¶ Accessible newspapers, magazines & online services  

¶ Described videos  

¶ Braille & print braille  
 

What is a Print Disability?    

The inability to read traditional print resulting from  

Visual, Physical or Learning Disabilities.  

 

How do I sign up?  

Register today by completing the online registration  

form:  www.cnib.ca/selfregistration  

Library staff may also refer eligible patrons for service 

using an online form available via the òOnline Formsó  

link at:   www.cnib.ca/librarypartners  

 

What is available for library patrons with print disabilities?  

What do I need to do?   
 

¶ Identify your print disability ð a self declara-
tion is enough, no documentation is required  

 

¶ Select the type of service you prefer: online, 
circulating items, or both  

¶ Provide your public library card number or 
barcode  

 

What happens next?  

A librarian from CNIB will contact you to set up 

your library service.  

CNIB Libraryõs accessible books may be just 

what you need to get reading again!  

For more information : www.cnib.ca/librarypartners  

Educational Policy in Ontario  

Parent Session: Diane Wagner  

Diane mentioned that she is 

looking for research -based in-

formation to share with the Min-

istry of Education. Diane invited 

anyone with information on re-

search-supporting programs for 

students with dyslexia to for-

ward it to her at  

dianew@LDAO.ca  

http://www.cnib.ca/selfregistration
http://www.cnib.ca/librarypartners
mailto:dianew@LDAO.ca


Nicole Argiris, Heather Balter, Howard Balter, Sue Barr, Anne 

Bundssei, Kevin Burgess, Stefanie Cassidy, Eleanor Collins, Laura 

Cooley, Donna DaSilva, Valerie Fish, Marlene Freedman, Liisa 

Freure, Andrew Fynn, Cathi Fynn, Daniel Fynn, Sally Gfeller, Jen Goudey,   John Goudey, Michelle Halsey, High School Students of 

Zareinu Educational Center (Vocational Program ), Roby Hochman, Albert Janzen, Shivani Kalra, Zoe Katsiris, Sean Keane, Malee ha 

Khan, JiNa Kim, Jennifer Klein, Arlene Lapowich, Laurie Leason, Katie Lee, Amanda Leung, Colleen Lipinski, James   Lipinski, Erin Liu, 

Barb Maclean, Jan Maclean, Joanne Mills, Rachelle Mills, Linda Mooney, Susan Morawetz, Claire Morse, Amanda Reynolds, Adele 

Sherman, Andy Strub, Jonah Strub, Lisa Strub, Mayu Takagi, Elizabeth Wilson, Carolyn Wright, Alex Wu, Amanda Wu, Julia Yiu  
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Dunblaine School  

Dundee Wealth  

Strategic Transitions  

Thank You to All our Supporters!  

ONBIDA gratefully acknowledges the following individuals,  

companies, and organizations for their kind and generous  

contributions to the 2010 Annual Conference  

SPONSORS CONFERENCE  

ARRANGEMENTS  
 

Conference Chair  

Valerie Fish  

President  

Liisa Freure  

Exhibit Co-ordinators  

Susan Morawetz, Joanne Mills 

Sponsorship Co-ordinators  

Joanne Mills, Valerie Fish  

Publicity  

Michelle Halsey, Valerie Fish,  

Anne Bundssei 

Technology, Print and  

Online Registration  

Liisa Freure, Michelle Halsey  

Conference  Treasurer  

Alex Wu  

Information and Referral  

Eleanor Collins  

Volunteer Coordination  

Lisa Strub 

Raffle  

Valerie Fish, Joanne Mills, Kevin 

Burgess 

EXHIBITORS  

Bridges -Canada 

The Claremont School  

Dunblaine School  

Flyleaf  

The Gow School 

Great Leaps 

Jõs Learning Tools 

Lexercise  

The Listening Centre  

Marathon Learning Materials Ltd.  

Microcomputer Science Centre Inc.  

Spectrum Educational Supplies  

Springboard Clinic  

Teachers Little Helper  

Strategic Transitions  

Wilson Language Training  

RAFFLE  

CONTRIBUTORS  
ABB Creations, Bridges, Canadian 

Living, Canadian Skill Builders, 

Childscope, Claremont School,  

Everest Wholesale, Exclusive    

Educational Products, Flyleaf     

Publishing, Glen Eagle Golf Course, 

Great Leaps Inc., High Noon Books,         

Jõs Learning Tools, John Corcoran 

Foundation, Kevin Burgess, Lexer-

cise, Linguisystems Inc., Louise 

Kool and Galt, Math U See, Micro-

computer Science Inc., Scholastic, 

Spectrum Educational Supplies Ltd., 

Springboard Clinic, Strategic    

Transitions, Super Duper Publica-

tions, Teachers Little Helper,       

The Listening Centre, Tim Hortonõs,  

Todayõs Parent Magazine,           

Wildberry Publishing, Wilson    

Language Training Corp.  

SCHOLARSHIP  

RECIPIENTS  
Pam Briand, Eleanor Collins, 

Nicole Klement, Lisa Lahey, 

Rachelle Mills, Delphine Rule  

Baker Street 
Borden Ladner Gervais  

Elyse Hildebrand  
Graphic Design  

Karine and Dan Daviau  
Inked Images  

RBC Private Banking 
UPS 

Wintergreen  
WireIE  

VOLUNTEERS  ONBIDA apologizes to SPRINGBOARD 

Clinic for inadvertently leaving their 

name off of the signage for Raffle Con-

tributorsñthank you for your donation!  



Erin Brockovitchñ 

Consumer advocate 
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Comic Book Talk with Tory 
Hi my name is Tory and I wrote a book called Mirror Mind , about my child-

hood experiences with dyslexia.   You can find it at the wonderful Toronto 

comic book store, The Beguiling ( http://www.beguiling.com/ ).   
 

Now that the book is out there I would love to continue to promote, not just my 

book, but comics as a tool for reading. A Comic Book or a Graphic Novel, 

whatever you want to call it, is an important resource for anyone with difficulty 
reading, and with that in mind I would like to recommend  another book ñ    

Nola s World by Mathieu Mariolla   

Tory Thanks, 

Nolaõs World is written by Mathieu Mariolle, pencilled by Maµt® Lajic, 

and coloured by Mélanie Buffière. Originally a French book, it was 

recently translated into English by Graphic Universe and we're lucky 

they did!  

Things have gotten a little strange in the picturesque town of Alta 

Donna since Damiano and Inés moved in, and it's up to our hero Nola 

(equal parts adorable airhead and creative dreamer), to get to the 

bottom of it. There are three books in this series, all of which are fan-

tastic! The art is energetic and fun, the colouring is mind -blowing, and 

the writing is fast paced. This book is best suited for grades 5 and up 

and you should go right out and get the whole series!   

Journey Into Dyslexia  

Join us this fall for the screening of this funny and touching documentary on the varied lives 

of children with different kinds of learning disabilities that includes comedic sequences and 

performances by the children themselves directly to the camera.  This documentary will 

appeal to a wide audience.   

Each share their frustration with being misunderstood by teachers and friends and the  

emotional impact this learning disability had on their lives.  
 

Dr. Guinevere Eden, Director of Child Development at Georgetown University, and President 

of IDA, explains the causes of dyslexia. Other experts include Dr. Mary Anne Wolf, author of 

Proust and the Squid, who describes the difficulty of learning to read for everyone.  

The journeys into dyslexia are told by students ranging from 2nd grade to college plus  

entrepreneur Steve Walker of New England Pellet, inventor Ben Foss of Intel, author Jonathan 

Mooney, consumer advocate Erin Brockovitch and Nobel Laureate Dr. Carol Greider.  

Check out the trailer for this documentary  

http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/journey -into -dyslexia/video/trailer.html  

Journey into  DYSLEXIAð Join us for a screening!  

When & Where? October 2011 ñCheck our website for details www.idaontario.com  

IDA partnered with 

HBO to showcase the 

d o c u m e n t a r y 

òJourney Into Dys-

lexiaó.   Award win-

ning f ilmmakers 

Alan and Susan Ray-

mond profile differ-

ent students and 

adults struggling 

with dyslexia.  

http://www.beguiling.com/
http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/journey-into-dyslexia/video/trailer.html
http://www.idaontario.com
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Dr. Gordon Sherman, interna-

tional expert in and keynote 

speaker at ONBIDAõs  7th Annual 

Conference, drew an eager 

crowd to hear his first Canadian 

address, òCerebrodiversity and 

the Classroom.ó Challenging 

the conventional assumptions 

about learning disabilities has 

become Dr. Shermanõs passion 

with òlearning diversity not 

learning disabilityó his mantra. 

He identifies dyslexia as an ex-

ample of learning ôdisabilitiesõ 

that excel in the real world al-

though they may struggle in the 

education system. Hard to be-

lieve that Dr. Sherman first be-

came interested in   studying 

l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s 

and specifically dyslexia only in 

graduate school.  

òI didn't know anything about 

learning disabilities until I was 

in graduate school,ó Dr. 

Sherman explains. òAnd it was-

n't until I met Norman Gesch-

wind at the end of graduate 

school that I began my journey 

into the science of dyslexia. I 

went on  to do a post-doctoral 

fellowship with Dr. Gesch-

wind  in brain lateralization and 

he saw dyslexia differently right 

from the start. Dr. Geschwind 

knew that dyslexic people had 

strengths that were as interest-

ing as their deficits.ó 

One of the positive changes in 

the study of  this condition is the 

understanding that dyslexic 

people don't have defective 

brains. Explains Dr. Sherman, 

òDyslexic people have brains 

that do things very well like vis-

ual-spatial processing, however, 

if they don't get multi -sensory 

structured language instruction 

early in grades K -3, then they 

will struggle with  learning how 

to read. What we now know is 

that if we identify dyslexia  early 

and put the right remediation 

p r o g r a m s  i n  p l a c e , 

then children with dyslexia  can 

start to explore and exploit their 

talents. They will not only learn 

to read but do really well in 

many other areas.ó 

 Diversity is certainly a hot topic 

in the education world and the 

concept of  òCerebrodiversityó 

is a celebration of the value of 

difference.  As Dr. Sherman 

points out, òWe all have 

strengths and weaknesses. Dys-

lexic kids who aren't taught 

properly have their weakness 

on the surface but it's only be-

cause of the environment they 

are in. Many very successful 

entrepreneurs are dyslexic be-

cause they see connections in 

the world that allows them to be 

very creative. There are also 

m a n y  g r e a t  e x a m -

ples  of athletes, scientists, and 

artists with dyslexia.ó 

It would be a valuable task for 

adults with dyslexia to reflect on 

the talents they possess. Too 

often these were not valued and 

discounted in the face of more 

pressing educational needs. As 

a child I did not get òmulti-

sensory structuredó language 

instruction and the one -on-one 

reading remediation while it 

achieved its objective and I ap-

proached the appropriate grade 

level reading within a year, only 

prepared me for the struggle 

ahead to keep up with class 

texts. I remember being consid-

ered artistic, having good physi-

cal co-ordination and being 

uber curious as a child. Alas, I 

had precious little time for art or 

curiosity as I struggled through 

high school.  

Interestingly, a favoured exer-

cise at the beginning of the 

school year has teachers asking 

students to draw or describe 

what their ideal classroom or 

school would look like.  If the 

average pupil sees much room 

for improvement, spare a mo-

ment for the learning disabled 

for whom school is often a place 

not of  learning or education but 

of confusion, misunderstanding 

and torment. According to Dr 

Gordon Sherman, the first ele-

ment of the ideal classroom for 

students with dyslexia òwould 

include two amazing teachers 

that understand dyslexia 

and structured language pro-

grams like Orton -Gillingham 

and Wilson.ó Secondly it would 

include  technology ònot only for 

remediation but also to allow 

students to explore strengths.ó 

As an example assistive and 

creative technology would be 

used to design buildings or 

make music.  

Unfortunately, as Dr. Sherman 

acknowledges, the majority of 

children with dyslexia still feel 

deficient in some way and like a 

failure. òThe typical public 

school doesn't do a good job for 

kids with dyslexia and they end 

up failing in a typical classroom. 

A school that has leadership and 

trains teachers in structured lan-

guage programs can make all 

Contõd on page 18 

As an adult with dyslexia, Amanda Reynolds  brings a  

fresh perspective to the issues of daily living and broadens our focus to include coping 

after leaving school.   In this issue, she reflects on an interview with Gordon 

Sherman, the 2011 Conference keynote speaker, a follow up to her last column.  
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the difference in the 

world. Schools shouldn't 

wait for  a problem to be 

seen. Instead, they 

should  screen kids and if 

they see a weakness 

then they should give 

them the help they need 

right away.ó 

 Embracing new technol-

ogy is one way Dr. 

Sherman sees hope on 

the horizon. òYou still 

need multi -sensory 

structured programs to 

teach reading  but dys-

lexic kids can use tech-

nology to listen to a 

book on a Kindle for ex-

ample where they con-

trol the speed and size of 

text. They are then read-

ing with their ears in-

stead of their eyes which 

can be a real help. It's 

not cheating, it's using 

technology to overcome 

a weakness. When text-

books are freely avail-

able on iPads or Kindles 

then children in school 

have the ability to access 

material in a number of 

different ways. Parents 

should advocate to get 

textbooks into this for-

mat for free.ó 

The most important mes-

sage he hopes the con-

ference audience to take 

with them is the impor-

tance of early identifica-

tion. òWe really do need 

to identify children as 

early as possible,ó em-

phasizes Dr. Sherman. 

òWe want to stop the 

damage that happens 

when children are 

treated badly when they are 

struggling to learn to read. We 

need to get  children with dys-

lexia  into a place where they can 

read efficiently and their self es-

teem is high. This will allow them 

to explore things they have a real 

passion for. Identify early, reme-

diate early, identify and pro-

mote strengths.ó 

As a society can we accept the 

high costs and untold suffering 

that is the natural consequence of 

ignoring the needs of this com-

munity? People with learning dis-

abilities are at greater risk of 

suffering from mental illnesses, 

of becoming high school drop-

outs and being incarcerated. 

As Dr. Sherman points out, òAs 

a society we don't a good job 

with  prevention. We would 

much rather spend money on 

the other end when kids get 

into trouble when we should 

be putting that attention into 

the early years.ó 

Amanda 

Contõd  from page 17 


