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Education Center in 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

This will be Dr. 

Sherman‘s first speaking 

engagement in Canada 

and we are thrilled that 

he will be giving his in-

s p i r i n g  t a l k 

―Cerebrodiversity in 

the Classroom‖ to our 

conference delegates. I 

can tell you from per-

sonal experience that 

Dr. Sherman‘s presenta-

tions on the strengths 

and capabilities of indi-

viduals with dyslexia 

will change the way you 

think forever. You can 

read more on Dr. 

Sherman in Amanda 

Reynold‘s article later in 

this newsletter but don‘t 

miss the opportunity to 

hear Dr. Sherman speak 

on May 7th! 

We have kicked off 

2011 with an out-

standing turnout to our 

man y educat iona l 

events. Parent groups 

in Kingston, Toronto 

and Richmond Hill are 

going strong with 

highly relevant topics 

such as Tax Considera-

tions for Children with 

Special Needs and Ef-

fective Advocating. Our 

popular Speaker Series 

began in Toronto with 

Dr. Jennifer Goudey 

speaking on Early 

Reading Development 

and continued with our 

first Eastern Ontario 

session held in King-

ston. We are thrilled 

that the launch session 

in Kingston almost 

reached capacity as 

attendees eagerly 

signed up to hear Dr. 

Carolyn Wiens speak 

on the Essentials of 

Reading Disabilities. I 

encourage you to visit 

our calendar of events 

online to preview the 

rest of our incredible 

spring lineup which 

includes teacher train-

ing and a new Parent 

as Tutor‖ training pro-

ject as well as 

―ONBIDA‘s 7th annual 

Literacy and Learning 

Conferen ce.  This 

year‘s conference will 

be held at the beautiful 

CNIB Meeting Facility 

in Toronto and we are 

continuing the tradition 

of dual-track sessions 

for parents and profes-

sionals. This year we 

have local and interna-

tional speakers includ-

ing keynote Dr. 

Gordon Sherman, Ex-

ecutive Director of The 

Newgrange School and 

A letter from the Executive Director. 

SPRING 2011 

In This Issue 

If you would like to receive a paper copy of the newsletter please call us at:   416-716-9296 

Make sure your name is on 
our e-mail list to ensure that 
you receive the next edition.  
Go to idaontario.com.   

Registration for events 

is available online at 

www.idaontario.com  
Check our website  

for updates and  

opportunities to get involved. 

Michelle Halsey  

Conference -  Early Bird Rates end 

March 18th!  Register now! 
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Our newsletterðRight to Readï reaches hundreds of parents and  
professionals supporting individuals with dyslexia. It is published  
electronically four times a year by the Ontario Branch of the  
International Dyslexia Association.  
 

Advertising rates and submission/publication dates may be found by 
going to our website and clicking on the Newsletter button. 
 

We welcome advertising, submissions of articles, calendar events, and 
feedback. Please submit your advertising requests, articles, calendar 
items, questions or comments to Liisa Freure, editor, at: 
liisa.freure@idaontario.com 

 

Newsletter  
ADVERTISING 

SPRING 2011 

Volunteer!   

         * ONBIDA provides Directors and officers liability insurance 

the opportunity to make a difference...  

Right to Read Night  
FUNdraiser ! Committee 
Planning is starting for this fall 
event and we are looking for peo-
ple to join this fabulous committee!  
This event has grown and we have 
lots of roles both big and small for 
people with a variety of skills and 
talents.  Volunteers rave about their 
experience at our premier event 
that has attracted much attention 
from guests and the media.  After 
two wildly successful years this 
event runs like a well oiled machine 
and we invite YOU to hop on 
board!  There are too many posi-
tions to list but a few include silent 
auction, event day volunteers, ad-
ministration, sponsorship liaison, 
and venue coordination.  If you 
want to be part of this dynamic 
FUN group of volunteers behind 
our flagship fundraising event, 
please e-mail Michelle Halsey at 

executivedirector@idaontario.com 

Right to Read Newsletter   
We are looking for volunteers with 
skills in layout design and editing to 
help with publication of our newsletter.  
This is a fabulous opportunity to get 
involved and make a difference while 
working from the comfort of your 
home   E-mail 
liisa.freure@idaontario.com  
 

Conference Volunteers 

See page 4 of newsletter. Contact 
lisa.strub@speechtherapytoronto.com 
 

Distribution Volunteers 

Needed to drive and drop ONBIDA info 
Where: work in pairs in defined area of 
Toronto. 
When: one morning (9am-12pm) in late 
March.  Contact  
executivedirector@idaontario.com 
 

Parent Volunteers 
See page 11 for information about 
helping start up a new group in the 
West end (Mississauga). 

Board Members 
ONBIDA is currently seeking appli-
cations from suitable candidates to 
fill available positions on our Board 
of Directors for the upcoming year. 
Candidates with a background or 
interest in law, policy making, fund-
raising, communications/marketing, 
technology, and education are en-
couraged to apply.  E-mail  
executivedirector@idaontario.com 

 

General Volunteering 
If you are looking for a way to give 
back while gaining valuable ex-
perience working with a dynamic,    
talented group of people, please 
contact our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Sally Gfeller at 416-716.9296 or 
sally.gfeller@gmail.com for more 
information.  We have one-time or 
ongoing volunteer opportunities 
available.  

We offer :  

The opportunity to use talents on one of our committees 

Interesting challenges and learning experiences 

Professional development at each board meeting 

A feeling of worth and pride in serving our mission 

The opportunity to network with both board and international   
members 

Join us! 

http://www.idaontario.com
mailto:liisafreure@idaontario.com
mailto:executivedirector@idaontario.com
mailto:liisa.freure@idaontario.com
mailto:lisa.strub@speechtherapy.com
mailto:executivedirector@idaontario.com
mailto:executivedirector@idaontario.com
mailto:sally.gfeller@gmail.com
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The first talk in ONBIDA‘S new 

Eastern Ontario Lecture Series.  

was held on Wednesday March 

2nd at the Central Branch of the 

Kingston Public Library and 

was a great success with al-

most 30 attendees.  This lec-

ture series will offer evidence-

based educational information 

for professionals working in 

the area of dyslexia, and will 

complement the existing ON-

BIDA Right to Read Parent Edu-

cation Group.   

Understanding dyslexia can be 

quite difficult and Dr. Wiens 

has a particular interest in 

making information about dys-

lexia understandable to teach-

ers and parents so that they 

can be more effective in help-

ing their students. Her experi-

ential talk certainly achieved 

this goal. 

Dr. Wiens began by present-

ing a simple model of reading: 

Word Recognition and Pho-

netic Decoding are the 

―bottom‖ processes that need 

to be working well for us to 

understand what we read, and 

Vocabulary, Language Com-

prehension and Verbal Rea-

soning are the ―top‖ processes 

that need to be working well 

for us to understand what we 

read.  Dyslexia is a problem 

with the ―bottom‖ processes, 

which means that these stu-

dents can have good or excel-

lent skills in the ―top‖ proc-

esses.  Dr. Wiens took the time 

to give real-life and classroom 

examples of each of those 

processes (along with explain-

ing non-verbal reasoning) so 

that they became clear to the 

audience and not just ―labels‖.  

She further clarified some im-

portant terminology.  A pri-

mary deficit in general knowl-

edge and overall abilities is 

called ―intellectual defi-

ciency‖. A primary deficit in 

vocabulary and syntax is 

called ―language impairment‖. 

A primary deficit in word rec-

ognition and phonetic decod-

ing is called ―specific learning 

disability/dyslexia‖.  

Dr. Wiens‘s presentation then 

went from a ―talk‖ to an 

―experience‖ as she took the 

group through a number of 

superbly designed activities 

which  ―disrupted‖ each of the 

―top‖ processes as we tried to 

participate in the task of read-

ing.  Then she did the same 

with each of the ―bottom‖ 

processes.  This was fun and 

very enlightening as we felt 

the reading process go from 

something effortless into a task 

that was slow and took our full 

attention. 

Dr. Wiens talk ended with her 

answering a number of ques-

tions from the audience about 

her presentation and about 

remediation for dyslexia, 

which luckily will be the topic 

for her next lecture! 

Thank you to our VOLUNTEERS! 
 

 

Speaker Series:  Anne Bundssei, Colleen Lipinski, James Lipinski 
 

Conference:  Anne Bundssei, Marlene Freedman, Valerie Fish, Liisa Freure, Sally Gfeller, Arlene La-

powich, Joanne Mills, Susan Morawetz, Carolyn Wright, Alex Wu, REENA students, Zareinu     students 
 

Richmond Hill Parent Group: Sioban Karman, Shirley Chan,Diana Carrington 
 

Toronto Parent Group: Riina Makk, Louise Curtis, Catherine Beckingham, Marie Artt 
 

Kingston Parent Group: Jennifer Pero, Laurie Hambly, Jennifer Harrison, Cheryl Pryce 
 

Newsletter Contributors:  Sue Barr, Anne Bundssei, Shirley Chan, Jan MacLean, Riina Makk, 

Amanda Reynolds, Tory Woollcott 

We have launched a lecture series in the East! 

Essentials of Reading Disabilities:   

An Experiential Presentation for Teachers and Parents 

Review:  March Speaker: Carolyn Wiens, M.Sc (Psychology), Ph.D (Education) 

By  JAn MacLean 

...for making a difference! 
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VOLUNTEERING 

If you would like to volunteer to 
help prepare this conference, 
we welcome you to contact  
Lisa Strub at 
lisa.strub@speechtherapy.com 

Join us for this one-day conference packed with exciting speakers,  

a comprehensive exhibit hall and other people concerned about literacy.   
 

The day kicks off with internationally renowned speaker 

Dr. Gordon F. Sherman from Princeton, New Jersey 

delivering an engaging keynote presentation 

òWelcome to the Future: Where Dyslexic Brains Thrive.ó  
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CNIB Meeting Facility     1929 Bayview Ave   Toronto ON M4G 3E8 

7TH ANNUAL ONBIDA CONFERENCE 

Saturday, May 7, 2011 

Early Bird Rates only until March 18th  

 Professionals $130 (members; $160 non-members) 

Parents only $60  for general sessions      *students $80 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
application available online 

 

Due:  March 15th, 2011 

REGISTRATION  includes: 
 

 Access to Exhibitor Hall 

Catered lunch & breaks 

Free Parking! RAFFLE  
 great prizes available ! 

This is Dr. Shermanõs first time speaking in Canada and an opportunity  

not to be missed by parents or professionals. 

 

Audiences around the world rave that Dr. Shermanõs powerful talks  

change the way we think about literacy and learning. 
 

The day continues with workshops from esteemed presenters to educate  

parents, teachers, tutors, psychologists, speech-language pathologists and  

administrators on how to better support children‘s learning.   

Dyslexia will be considered as an example of the learning diversity that excels in the real world 

despite an education system which is difficult for those who learn differently. The value of cere-

brodiversity, of which dyslexia is a byproduct, will be presented as Dr. Sherman challenges con-

ventional assumptions about disabilities. His keynote address will encourage those who struggle 

with dyslexia, provide a context for understanding dyslexia's enigmas, and offer technology as one 

solution for success.  

www.idaontario.com to register or for more information 

mailto:lisa.strub@speechtherapy.com
http://www.idaontario.com/
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EXHIBITING 
Opportunities available 

Contact  
executivedirector@idaontario.com 

CONFERENCE SPONSORS:  

SPONSORSHIP 
Opportunities available 

Contact  
valerie.fish@idaontario.com 

Borden Ladner Gervais 

Inked Images 

RBC Private Banking 

Platinum Silver Bronze 

Dundee Wealth 

Strategic Transitions 

Dunblaine School 

ADVERTISING 
Opportunities available 

Contact  
valerie.fish@idaontario.com 

Dee will discuss the implications of neuroscience research for teaching and learning, with an emphasis on 

dyslexia. Dyslexic brains are uniquely organized and function differently. This alternative brain design 

reflects cerebrodiversity—a term that refers to human neural heterogeneity and the resulting profiles of 

cognitive strengths and weaknesses. While the keynote address will focus on technology as a solution for 

success, Dee Rosenberg will offer in-depth information for the remainder of the day on how effective 

reading instruction in the classroom for dyslexic students is achieved. (Intended audience: professional). 

Cerebrodiversity and Effective Reading Instruction 

Dee Rosenberg, M.Ed., Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant, Director of Education at Newgrange 

School and Educational Center, President of New Jersey Branch of IDA 

Assistive Technology for Reading and Writing 

Todd Cunningham, Postdoctoral Fellow in the Psychology Department at the Hospital for Sick Chil-

dren in Toronto, and a Ph.D. candidate (Clinical Psychology, University of Toronto).  

Todd Cunningham has empowered thousands of educators and parents to optimize the use of assistive 

technology to facilitate reading and writing for students with dyslexia. With his engaging presentation 

style, weaving together research, compelling stories, and humour, Todd will demonstrate how to opti-

mize the use of assistive technology in the classroom and home. (Intended audience: general). 

Informed Parenting Strategies For Parents of Dyslexic Children.  

Anthony Henley, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist, President of D.C. Capital Branch of IDA 

This pragmatic workshop presents an innovative application of effective Orton-Gillingham teaching princi-

ples to the unique challenges of parenting a dyslexic child. Dr. Henley will discuss neuropsychological 

factors that affect learning, emotional and social behavior. Parents and educators will learn how the same 

strategies that underlie effective teaching can be used to inform parenting and behavior management at 

home and school, resulting in improved conflict resolution and emotional regulation in a way that bolsters 

self-esteem and self-efficacy. (Intended audience: general).  

Education Policy in Ontario 

Diane Wagner, Manager of Public Policy, Client Services and Training, LDAO 

Diane will review what Ontario‘s educational policy says about providing assistance to students with 

dyslexia, what parents need to know, and what she sees happening ‗on the ground‘ in Ontario. 

(Intended audience: general).  

CONFERENCE WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 

   

mailto:executivedirector@idaontario.com
mailto:valerie.fish@idaontario.com
mailto:valerie.fish@idaontario.com
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Unlocking Language: Teaching Structured Language  

Location:  Richmond Hill Central Library 

  1 Atkinson , Richmond Hill  

  905-884-9288.  

Date: July 4-7   9:30-2:00  

Sally Shearman was one of the founders of the Ontario Branch of the International Dyslexia Association 

(President 2004-09) and has served in a variety of positions at the local and national levels within IDA 

since 1999. Sally teaches Special Education and has been with the York Region District School Board since 

1991. She has taught in inclusive classrooms, student support centres, and has been teaching a special 

two-year intensive program for children in the junior elementary grades with severe dyslexia and ADHD 

since 2005. She also served as a member of the Advisory Panel for the National Early Literacy Strategy, a 

project of the Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network (CLLRNet), and was a member of the 

Advisory Panel for the Effective Reading Instruction Resource Kit, CLLRNet.  Dyslexia runs in Sally‘s family 

and she is passionate about making sure that all children receive research-informed literacy instruction. 

Research has clearly shown that a teacherõs knowledge of language structure is the most important 

factor in determining how well students learn to read and write: the higher the teacher‘s level of 

knowledge of language structure, the better the student's reading and writing abilities.  Unfortunately, 

research also shows that the general level of knowledge of language structure among teachers is low, and 

that they consistently overestimate their knowledge in this area.  "The challenge is not ignorance, it is 

presumed knowledge." 

 

At the end of the course the participants will have extensive  knowledge of English  language structure 

which will make them confident in their ability to plan more powerful reading, writing, and spelling in-

struction, as well as to adapt programs to the needs of specific learners.  

At the end of the course, participants will:  

Understand how the languages of Anglo-Saxon, Latin and Greek influence English spelling patterns. 

Accurately match speech sounds with their written forms in English words. 

Recognize and explain common rules and patterns in English. 

Differentiate between ‗high frequency‘ and ‗irregular‘ words. 

Identify, explain, and categorize six basic syllable types in English spelling. 

Identify and categorize common morphemes in English. 

Apply 1 – 6 to student work samples to determine what is known by the student, breakdown 

points, and next steps in learning. 

Create some activities to address #7. 

 Practical links and activities for classroom instruction will be demonstrated throughout the course. 

Speech to Print by Louisa Cook Moats 

Speech to Print Workbook by Louisa Cook Moats  

Afternoons will be needed for  

completing practice exercises  

and readings.   Working Lunch will be provided on-site. 

Go to www.idaontario.com for more information and to register.   

Limited spaces available.   
Previous teacher training sessions have reached maximum capacity 

quickly— so register early to avoid disappointment! 

TEACHER TRAINING 

Suggested 

Texts:  

 * early  
   bird  

after 

members $ 345 $ 375 

non-

members 

$ 420 $ 450 

* Early bird registration ends 

        June 4th, 2011 

http://www.idaontario.com/
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As the presenter of our first 

lecture within the speaker se-

ries in 2011, Jennifer Goudey, 

Ph.D., Clinical Research Pro-

ject Coordinator of the Learn-

ing Disabilities Research Pro-

gram at Hospital for Sick Chil-

dren, successfully delivered an 

important message: DO NOT 

STOP READING TO YOUR 

CHILD. 

Reading comprehension is 

achieved through phonological 

awareness as well as alpha-

betical knowledge. While re-

search in reading-skills acqui-

sition is unfortunately still  in 

need of more empirical out-

comes, exposure to reading 

itself is undoubtedly a signifi-

cant factor which influences 

development in children. 

Parents can assist their chil-

dren with different home-

tutoring approaches, such as 

dialogic reading, tandem read-

ing, or direct instruction. These 

approaches differ slightly, but 

all deliver an important mes-

sage: assisting your child with 

reading is key. 

 Dr Goudey suggests sticking 

to the books that are decod-

able for your child. A rule of 

thumb is the handy 5-finger 

rule: if there are 5 words on a 

page which your child cannot 

read by him/herself, change 

Learning Through Comprehension:   

Getting Involved with your Child‘s Reading Development 

Review:  February Speaker: Jen Goudey, Ph.D  

By  Anne Bundssei 
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the material. Also, use books in 

which your child is interested 

in order to maintain his/her 

motivation. Look for opportuni-

ties in the text to ask open 

ended  questions, in order to 

involve your child and build 

his/her comprehension and 

vocabulary skills. Direct in-

struction in linguistic patterns 

(long and short vowels, for ex-

ample) is useful but if you feel 

uncomfortable teaching your 

child grammatical or phono-

logical basics, seek help from 

a qualified instructor. 

 Shape your child‘s reading 

today to ensure their future 

success. 

Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading 

The International Dyslexia Association released a major new document entitled Knowledge and Practice 

Standards for Teachers of Reading .   In this document they discuss what research has shown about 

teacher preparation and support. Although this document comes from the U.S. there is little evidence to 

suggest that things are different in Canada.  Louisa Cook Moats * is the  Chair for the Professional Stan-

dards and Practices Committee that prepared the document.  

(* author of the suggested text for our summer teacher training courseñsee pg.6)   

This excerpt was taken from the executive summary.  

You can download this document directly from the IDA website interdys.org       

Are Teachers Prepared? 

Teaching language, reading, and 

writing effectively, especially to 

students experiencing difficulty, 

requires considerable knowledge 

and skill. Regrettably, the licensing 

and professional development 

practices currently endorsed by 

many states are insufficient for the 

preparation and support of teach-

ers and specialists.  Researchers 

are finding that those with reading 

specialist and special education 

licenses often know no more about 

research-based, effective practices 

than those with general educa-

tion teaching licenses. The ma-

jority of practitioners at all lev-

els have not been prepared in 

sufficient depth to prevent 

reading problems, to recog-

nize early signs of risk, or to 

teach students with dyslexia 

and related learning disabili-

ties successfully. Inquiries into 

teacher preparation in reading 

have revealed a pervasive ab-

sence of rich content and aca-

demic rigor in many courses 

that lead to certification of 

teachers and specialists. 

Analyses of teacher licensing 

tests show that typically, very 

few are aligned with current 

research on effective instruc-

tion for students at risk. When 

tests are aligned with scientific 

research, far too many teacher 

candidates are unable to pass 

them. To address these gaps 

and promote more rigorous, 

meaningful, and effective 

teacher preparation and pro-

fessional development, IDA 

has adopted this set of knowl-

edge and practice standards. 

interdys.org
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Has your son or daughter been identified with dyslexia or 

a related language learning disability?  

Then this group is for you! 
This is an opportunity for parents and those concerned about  

children with dyslexia  

to meet, share ideas and information, and support one another. 
 

3 Locations:  Toronto, Richmond Hill & Kingston * New West End location coming soon 

Parent Education Groups 

Langstaff Discovery Centreτ Program room 
155 Red Maple Road, Richmond Hill   

North of Leslie and Hwy. 7 
 

Time: 7 - 9 PM 
Dates: Thursdays 

 

2011:  Apr 21, May 19        

Richmond Hill  

SPRING 2011 

Leaside Public LibraryτProgram room 
165 McRae Drive , Toronto (South Leaside)   

South of Eglinton, east of Bayview  
 

Time: 7 - 9 PM 
 

Dates: Tuesdays  
 

2011:  Apr 5, Jun 7 

Toronto  

School is almost out! Are you wondering how to 

best help your child this summer? Do you want 

to know how to prepare for next year‘s 

teacher? Then this session is for you!  In this 

session you will learn practical activities that 

you can do with your child over the summer at 

home. You will also learn how to get organized 

and ready to meet with next year‘s teacher. An 

important and effective tool used with teachers 

is a ―profile binder‖. Learn how to create one 

that can be shared with your child‘s teacher in 

September.  

Summer Literacy Activities 
Richmond Hill: May 19th  

Sue Barr and Sioban Karman 

both are teachers and parents of 

children with dyslexia 

Registration required for all groups  
due to limited space:   

 

Visit Parent Groups in the Events Calendar at 
www.idaontario.com or Call 416.716.9296  

Isabel Turner Libraryτ room B 
935 Gardeners Road, Kingston 

Next to Cataraqui Town Centre shopping mall 
 

Kingston  
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Supporting Struggling Writers 
Toronto:  Tues. April 5, 2011  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND   

JOIN US FOR THIS PRESENTATION THAT 

WAS A HIT WITH OUR RICHMOND HILL 

GROUP!  
 

Imagination and creative thinking are funda-

mental to the learning process for young stu-

dents. More than 10% of all learners are 

known to have dyslexia or experience think-

ing and learning differences. Many also 

struggle with literacy and accessibility. 

Join our presenter from Strategic Transitions 

Inc., an international, visual and digital learn-

ing specialist company, to discover how 

technology such as Word Q, Speak Q, and 

Inspiration can support your struggling 

writer.  

Spaces for these sessions are limited and may fill 

up quickly. Please register early to avoid disap-

pointment. 

Strategic Transitions: Technology 

Check out our website for 

upcoming dates and topics 

coming next fall 

http://idaontario.com/Event-Calendar.html
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February ñRichmond Hill  

Dyslexia can hinder a person's 

ability to read, write, spell, and 

sometimes even speak. It is the 

most common learning disabil-

ity in children, persists through-

out life and can vary dramati-

cally in severity.  Children with 

dyslexia have difficulty in learn-

ing to read despite traditional 

instruction, average intelli-

gence, and an adequate oppor-

tunity to learn. It is caused by 

impairment in the brain's ability 

to translate visual or auditory 

stimulae into understandable 

language; it is not result of vi-

sion or hearing problems.  

Dyslexia can go undetected in 

the early grades of schooling. A 

child may become frustrated 

when learning to read is diffi-

cult, and may suffer from de-

pression and low self-esteem 

which can give rise to behav-

ioural problems. His/her suc-

cess in school may be jeopard-

ized if the problem remains un-

treated. 

I had heard all of this before and 

thought I understood... but did I? 

SPRING 2011 
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Reviews:  Parent Education Meetings 

Income Tax Deductions 

JanuaryñRichmond Hill  

February ñToronto  

The Toronto and Richmond Hill 

Parent groups were treated to a 

tremendously interesting and 

informative presentation by 

Gordon Lee, partner at Yale & 

Partners LLP Chartered Ac-

countants, on Tax considerations 

for Children with Special Needs.  

Gordon Lee discussed the Dis-

ability Tax Credit, went over 

actual rulings and court cases 

Experience Dyslexia  

related specifically to dyslexia 

and concluded that dyslexia on 

its own is generally not consid-

ered a disability.  Typically, 

people have been able to claim 

the credit only when they have 

dyslexia in addition to other 

conditions.  

A diagnosis of dyslexia, can 

however, open the door to a 

claim for medical expenses.  A 

specific court case ruled that 

costs for special schooling and 

tutoring specific to dyslexia are 

a l l o w a b l e  m e d i c a l  e x -

penses.  Mr. Lee discussed at 

length what is considered a 

medical expense and how to 

make an effective claim.  He 

also addressed registered dis-

ability savings plans, health and 

welfare trusts, and cost-plus in-

surance for people who are self-

employed, among other top-

ics.  I am sure his presentation 

will prove financially useful to 

all who attended.  

By Shirley Chan  

Well…What a session! What an 

experience! I have to say, that 

although many of us thought that 

we understood LD or dyslexia 

because we are the parent, care-

giver, or teacher of a student with 

dyslexia, putting ourselves into 

their shoes as we did in this ses-

sion, gave many of us who at-

tended quite an eye-opener as to 

the frustrations and obstacles that 

someone with dyslexia regularly 

encounters.  This hands-on ex-

perience gave us greater insight 

into students with dyslexia and 

led to greater empathy and un-

derstanding. 

We were asked to participate in 

activities that reflect the reality of 

what our students are asked to do 

on a daily basis: read and answer 

questions, listen to stories, follow 

instructions, and draw or write 

numbers, alphabets and pictures.  

However there were barriers 

thrown up such as distractions, 

inadequate information, time 

pressure, faulty equipment or 

materials, as well as teacher dis-

approval and disappointment.  

These barriers were meant to 

portray many of the difficulties 

faced by a person with dyslexia 

and helped to set the stage for 

feelings of anger, failure and 

frustration.  It was easy to see 

how fear and anxiety can build 

and how these feelings could 

lead one to act out as the class 

clown or to cause trouble; better 

to shift the focus to something 

other than one‘s failures. 

In this special session, given by 

Susan Barr, we tried to read 

symbols but ended up stum-

bling and confused, we wrote 

with our opposite hands and 

traced through a looking glass/

mirror, with poor results, we 

listened to programs with many 

noises and background distrac-

tions and ended up confused 

and frustrated.  This gave us a 

unique insight into the world of 

dyslexia and the struggles so 

often faced. It also explained so 

many of my child‘s comments 

about class issues which never 

before made any sense to me.  

This experience will undoubt-

edly allow us to work more ef-

fectively with students with dys-

lexia.  Put yourself in their 

shoesé Wow ... what an eye 

opener!  

By Riina Makk  



February ñKingston  

Effective Advocating was the 

topic of our third meeting, held 

Wednesday February 9th at the 

Isabel Turner Library in King-

ston. Fourteen parents were in 

attendance to hear parents Lau-

rie Hambly, Jennifer Pero and 

Cheryl Pryce share their knowl-

edge and experience on this 

topic. All three women have ad-

vocated directly for their chil-

dren in the school system and 

have assisted other parents to 

do the same.  Cheryl has taken a 

formal advocacy course on-

line through the Learning Dis-

abilities Association of Ontario & 

George Brown College and she 

highly recommended a book by 

one of her instructors: Excep-

tional Children, Ordinary Schools 

by Dr. Norm Forman. 

Effective advocating requires an 

understanding of the realities of 

power and decision-making 

within the school system and 

society. 

 Many important points were 

made during the evening: 

 ɡɯɯYour children need to know 

they can depend on you to ad-

vocate for them. 

ɡɯɯEffective communication is 

the key to successful advocacy. 

In order to obtain the services 

and resources a child needs, 

all members of the educational 

team must be working towards 

this common goal.  

ɡɯɯAssertive communication is 

essential, the techniques of 

which enable us to communi-

cate in a non-confrontational or 

intrusive manner.  Assertion is 

not aggression, and we must 

respect the roles of all parties 

involved. 

SPRING 2011 

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 1        RIGHT TO READ 

Page 10 

ɡɯ ɯAs parents, we must be 

knowledgeable and fully-

informed regarding the rights 

of our children, current legisla-

tion, existing protocol, and the 

legal responsibilities of the 

school and school board as 

well as their policies and pro-

cedures.  All of this information 

can be located on the Ministry 

of Education Website. 

ɡɯɯA parent should be knowl-

edgeable regarding the follow-

ing pieces of legislation: 

1.  Education Act 

2.  Identification and Placement 

     Review Committee 

3.  Individual Education Plan 

4.  Special Education Advisory    

     Committee 

ɡɯɯThe IPRC is a legal docu-

ment which you do not have to 

sign at the time it is presented 

to you. Take it home and re-

view it to be sure all your 

child‘s needs are being prop-

erly addressed. You can le-

gally request a new IPRC every 

three months. 

ɡɯɯThe IEP is the document that 

describes how your child‘s 

needs will be met.  It is impor-

tant that you contact the school 

if it is not being followed. 

ɡɯ ɯThe SEAC is the advisory 

body on special education is-

sues meetings; its meetings are 

open to the public. 

ɡɯɯIf meeting with the school, 

set an agenda for what you 

would like to discuss and dis-

tribute it to all attending.  This 

will ensure that all parties are 

prepared for what will be dis-

cussed and make the most effi-

cient use of time. 

ɡɯɯBring a second person to all 

meetings.  It is hard to hear 

and remember everything, and 

they can be taking notes if you 

are involved in discussions.   

  Take 10 seconds before re-
sponding in discussions if you 

need some time to think. 

ɡɯ Document discussions 

whether in person or on the 

phone and follow-up with an 

email to the parties involved in 

order to confirm that all infor-

mation has been recorded ac-

curately. 

ɡɯɯIf you are told that a request 

cannot be fulfilled because of 

legislation, ask for this refusal 

in writing with the relevant leg-

islation noted. 

ɡɯ ɯRemember, it is not your 

problem if there is ―no fund-

ing‖ for what your child needs. 

While budgets are a reality, 

the education budget is not 

your responsibility.  Your re-

sponsibility is to clearly ask for 

what your child needs, and it is 

the school administration‘s re-

sponsibility  to determine how 

to access funds.  

ɡɯɯThere have been no cuts to 

Special Education funding from 

the province in 11 years. 

ɡ   www.wrightslaw.com  is an 

excellent resource for learning 

how to advocate, how to under-

stand and write  program goals 

for IEPS, how to understand 

a sse ssme nts  an d much 

more.  Although it is written for 

the American legal system, it is 

still  very valuable. 

ɡɯ ɯschwablearning.org is an-

other site full of information on 

LDs, school issues and plenty 

of resources. 

ɡ        Never, never give up  

Effective Advocating 

By Jan MacLean  

Reviews cont‘d:  Parent Education Meetings 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrightslaw.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEBwX_DtxLpAgmltlczJzdPAwnQ3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrightslaw.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEBwX_DtxLpAgmltlczJzdPAwnQ3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrightslaw.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEBwX_DtxLpAgmltlczJzdPAwnQ3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrightslaw.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEBwX_DtxLpAgmltlczJzdPAwnQ3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrightslaw.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEBwX_DtxLpAgmltlczJzdPAwnQ3w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fschwablearning.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH4MbO56AL4Qy06AxaQFVkiUHPT8g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fschwablearning.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH4MbO56AL4Qy06AxaQFVkiUHPT8g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fschwablearning.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH4MbO56AL4Qy06AxaQFVkiUHPT8g
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We are looking for parent volunteers for our 

new ―Right To Read‖ Parent Education 

Group in the West end (Mississauga).  

Duties include attendance at evening meet-

ings (approximately 6 per year) to organize 

setup and refreshments, greet parents, in-

troduce speakers, and relay feedback to 

ONBIDA. 

ONBIDA will provide speakers, registration, 

marketing and volunteer support at events. 

Parents and professionals consistently re-

port that ONBIDA‘s Parent Education 

Groups are an invaluable resource for par-

ents and others supporting children with 

dyslexia.  

You will help connect families to information 

and people that will shape their experience 

as they navigate through the process of rais-

ing a child with dyslexia. 

If you are interested in volunteering please 

contact Sue Barr sue.barr@hotmail.com 

Parent Volunteer  
Opportunities 

The language therapist will in-

struct each parent tutor about 

how to teach their child via 

email correspondence. Parent 

tutors must have the ability to 

work well with the child and a 

high level of commitment to de-

livering the required number of 

lessons per week. Adults other 

than the parents (friends, other 

family members)  may also ap-

ply to be the ―Parent as Tutor‖ 

for the child. 

 There will be 5 spaces available 

and first preference will be 

given to families living in areas 

that have the lowest access to 

remedial services for dyslexia. 

 

For further information and to 

download application forms for 

the training please go to:  
 

www.idaontario.com/events  

or e-mail info@idaontario.com  

In order to facilitate services in 

areas with less access to ser-

vices for children with dyslexia, 

ONBIDA will soon be offering a 

distance training course for par-

ents who wish to learn how to 

teach their own children to read.  

This course will be open to par-

ents who are current members 

of ONBIDA and will be run by a 

qualified multisensory struc-

tured language therapist. 

 

òParents as Tutorsó Distance Training  

Do you have a child with dyslexia? Are you living in an area that has little or no service for children 

with dyslexia? Would you like to learn how to tutor your child with dyslexia? 

 

ONBIDA is pleased to offer a new distance training course for 

parents to learn how to teach their child to read. 

http://www.jslearningtools.ca/
mailto:sue.barr@hotmail.com
http://www.idaontario.com/events
mailto:info@idaontario.com


Page 12 

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 1        RIGHT TO READ 
SPRING 2011 

Amanda Reynolds is a new regular contributor to our newsletter.  As an 

adult with dyslexia, she brings a fresh perspective to the issues of daily living 

and broadens our focus to include coping after leaving school.   

Amanda was born in London, England and was diagnosed with dyslexia in her last 
year of elementary school at the age of ten. After  a year of remedial help, 
she transferred to secondary school where she never encountered the word dys-
lexia again.  Although there were many  times she struggled through her courses, 
Amanda obtained her degree in English and History at Bristol University. After 
graduation, she took a print newspaper course and proceeded to work at local 
newspapers in England before moving to Asia where she worked for magazines 
and a book publishing house. Her travels took her to New York and thence to To-
ronto where she lives with her family. Amanda is currently an educator.   

Amanda 

There is, if not a wind of 

change, perhaps a breeze that 

is starting to dissipate the 

negative stereotypes around 

the learning-disabled commu-

nity. It is interesting to note 

how comedians such as Jim 

Carrey and Russell Peters 

casually drop the fact they 

have ADD, an attribute which 

has proven an asset in their fast

-talking, high-energy field of 

entertainment. These ener-

getic, rapid-fire thinking, fast-

learning, multi-taskers with 

low boredom thresholds also 

make excellent entrepreneurs. 

Disability then is not the liabil-

ity it used to be. 

In the 1980‘s, Norman 

Gershwind,  pioneering father 

of modern behavioural neurol-

ogy, addressed ―the advan-

tages of the predisposition to 

dyslexia‖ or ―the pathology of 

superiority‖. However, his 

views were definitely ahead of 

his time and dyslexia was gen-

erally considered a diagnosis 

of deficit not a celebration of 

difference. If I had been en-

couraged to think of the things 

I excelled in as important, I 

would not have spent so much 

time comparing myself to left-

brained logical thinkers. I 

spent a good part of my educa-

tional and professional life 

waiting for ―the other shoe to 

drop‖, fearing I did not belong 

in university, in journalism or 

education. I did learn to perse-

vere against the odds but not 

to value my talents. 

Geschwind wrote, ―dyslexics 

themselves are frequently en-

dowed with high talents in 

many areas‖ in fact ―many dys-

lexics have superior talents in 

certain areas of non-verbal 

skill, such as art, architecture, 

engineering, and athletics.‖ 

These careers match some of 

the positive attributes often 

associated with dyslexia: 

above-average physical co-

ordination, artistic giftedness, 

creativity, the ability to think 

―outside the box‖, empathy, 

good graphic and spatial visu-

alization. In fact, of the dyslexic 

people I know, artists and en-

gineers are clearly repre-

sented. As children, dyslexics 

often show ―unusual skill in 

drawing, or doing mechanical 

puzzles, or building models,‖ 

said Geschwind. 

 He also noted that disability is 

often simply a socially defined 

concept. A hundred years ago, 

physical strength was a major 

asset, one that has progres-

sively lost its economic advan-

tage in the modern world to be 

replaced with a demand for 

progressively higher mathe-

matical skills. 

In their article, ―Norman Gesch-

wind: A Man Out of Time‖, 

Gordon F. Sherman and Carolyn 

D. Cowen acknowledge that 

research on the advantages of 

dyslexia is still meager. Gesch-

wind‘s message was for a 

―multidisciplinary fusion of 

breakthrough work on dyslexia 

in neuroscience, cognitive psy-

chology, genetics and cognitive 

neuroscience.‖ Using the evolu-

tionary lens, Sherman con-

cluded that unique neural differ-

ences were an adaptive advan-

t a g e  f o r  h u m a n i t y : 

―Cerebrodiversity, humanity‘s 

collective neural heterogeneity, 

is an important adaptive advan-

tage for our species, enabling 

us to leverage individual 

strengths for collective suc-

cess.‖ 

Sherman, keynote speaker at 

this year‘s ONBIDA conference, 

asks ―What actions do we need 

to take to pave the way for to-

morrow‘s schools to prepare 

future generations of children to 

fulfill their dreams and to pursue 

productive and responsible 

lives? How can we ensure that 

all kinds of learners acquire the 

skills they need while we nur-

ture their strengths and talents? 

How humanely and intelligently 

can schools leverage the gifts of 

cerebrodiversity?‖ How indeed. 



RIGHT TO READ          VOLUME 8  ISSUE I 

Page 13 

SPRING 2011 

Comic Book Talk with Tory 
Hi my name is Tory and I wrote a book called Mirror Mind, about my 

childhood experiences with dyslexia.  You can find it at the wonderful   

Toronto comic book store, The Beguiling (http://www.beguiling.com/).   

 

Now that the book is out there I would love to continue to promote, not 

just my book, but comics as a tool for reading. A Comic Book or a 

Graphic Novel, whatever you want to call it, is an important resource 

for anyone with difficulty reading, and with that in mind I would like to 
recommend  another book—  

The Secret Science Alliance: and the Copycat Crook   

             by Eleanor Davis  

Tory 

Thanks, 

Go to http://twitter.com/ONBIDA 

This book blew my mind! It is visually stunning and jam-

packed with detail. There isn't a spot on a page that does 

not have something to captivate you. The story follows 

three young geniuses as they try to apprehend an evil 

con man who's out to steal their ideas. The main charac-

ter, Julian, seems like the stereotypical nerd who's trying 

to make friends and fit in, which seems like a predictable 

character arc, but is handled in a fun and wacky way. Ben 

and Greta, the two secondary characters (who in no way 

play second fiddle) are even more interesting to me. Ben 

clearly has a learning disability and Greta seems to have  

ADD, but they are smart and dynamic, turning any im-

pairment into a total advantage without even thinking 

about it.  I think my favourite part of this book is the dia-

grams which are on basically every page, taking apart 

every machine and invention (and even Julian's brain!). 

The book was published in 2009, and I've been hoping for 

a sequel ever since.  

Excerpts from the book can be found at: 
  

http://doing-fine.com/?p=356 

The author also wrote another book called 

"Stinkyó which is a much simpler read while 

keeping the intense visual experience I 

found so endearing about Secret Science 

Alliance. 

Keep updated with all 

of the latest news and 

events at  

ONBIDA  
Click here to join the facebook group 

 

Dyslexia, Did You Know? 

http://www.beguiling.com/
http://twitter.com/ONBIDA
http://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/ONBIDA
http://doing-fine.com/?p=356
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12300009993
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Families are needed for 

a research project at 

Sick Kids 
 

The Genetics of Reading 

Disabilities Study at the  

Hospital for Sick Children 

Join the research study and 

learn more about your 

child while helping us to 

learn  

why reading disabilities  

run in families.  

 

For more info, contact: 

Tasha Carter: 416-813-8207 

tasha.carter@sickkids.ca 

News Bites  

from the East 

ONBIDA  keeps you connected  and ―in the know ‖ 

Jenn de Lugt (Ph.D. Candi-

date) and Dr. Nancy L. Hut-

chinson of the Faculty of 

Education, Queen's Univer-

sity are conducting a re-

search study entitled  What 

Changes When Reading Im-

proves: Multiple Perspec-

tives on the Learning and 

Behaviour of Students in an 

Intensive Reading Interven-

tion.  Data collection is un-

derway at present and the 

study should be completed 

by the end of the year.   
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Thank you  

      for your  generous donations  

In Honour Donation * 
Honour someone special by donating 

to celebrate a birth, a birthday, a 

wedding, an anniversary or any  

other special occasion. 

Ways to Support ONBIDA 

Make a monthly donation.  
Please consider providing ongoing 

support for the work of the Ontario 

Branch by donating monthly.  

Donate through United Way  
Do you donate at work?  Choose  

ONBIDA as your designated charity! 

In Memory Donation * 

Express your sympathy to friends 

and family by making a special gift 

in memory of a loved one.   

Make a personal gift  
We accept cheques or credit card 

payments. 

Planned Giving  
This is the gift of a lifetime, leaving a 

legacy of hope for the future. 

Considering this type of gift requires 

planning. Your family is involved 

and your advisors should be con-

sulted.  

Where your 

Money goes 

- Speaker Series 
 

- Parent Education Groups 

   Network & Workshops 
 

- Teacher Training & 

Workshops 
 

- Annual conference 
 

 - Scholarships for  

   candidates to attend   

local and international 

conferences 
 

- Phone line for free  

  information, support  

  and referral 
 

- Message service for  

  information and referral 
 

- Hosting our website 
 

-  Maintaining and         

updating our website 

(our website acts as a 

first line of information 

for anyone who inquires 

about dyslexia or       

resources for individuals 

with dyslexia) 
 

- Printing and publishing 

information materials 
 

- Public presentations on 

dyslexia to a wide range 

of audiences 
 

- Newsletter 
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To make a donation 

online, simply go to: 

SPRING 2011 

 
   

If you would prefer to mail your dona-

tion, go to www.idaontario.com to  

print out a form and send with your 

cheque payable to:  Ontario Branch, IDA 
 

Attention: Donations 

The Ontario Branch, IDA  

115 Hanna Road, Toronto   

M4G 3N5  

charitable registration  
# 85713 3078 RR0001   

*A note will be sent to the person indicated 

and an official tax receipt will be mailed to 

your home. 

Tish Ball, Walter Barr, Susan Barr, Chris Brawn, Pam 

Briand, Dr. Monica Brown, Kristen Brown, Pilar Chap-

man, Michael Chapman, Robyn Cockwill, Patricia De-

maree, Stephanie Deslauriers, Jennifer Druskis, Clare Duggan, Valerie 

Fish, Krystyna Flynn, Sandra Frajos, Liisa Freure, Cathi Fynn, Stephen 

Gash, Sally Gfeller, Rob Gilmour, John Goudey, Jennifer Goudey, Mi-

chelle Halsey, Heather Jamison, Lesley Kenyon, Don Kerstens, Garilene 

McNichols, Matthew Noble-Wohlgemut, Jennifer Osborne, Susan 

Overvelde, Laurie Petrou, Stephanie Pharoah, Helen Porter, Darrell Por-

ter, Carl Porter, Jessica Posthuma, Lionel Schipper, Michelle Smith, Coral 

Snelling, Michele Steenbakkers, Ruth Travis, Mike Walsh, Janice Wilby, 

Di Kai Wu 

canadahelps.org
http://idaontario.com/Fundraising-Donations.html
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Do you have a great idea for the 

newsletter?  Would you like to submit 

an article? We are always looking for 

fresh and innovative ideas that can 

be incorporated into the newsletter.  
 

E-mail us at: 

liisa.freure@idaontario.com 

Charitable registration # 

857133078RR001 

ONBIDA 
115 Hanna Road 

Toronto, ON 

M4G 3N5 
 

Phone:  416.716.9296 

E-mail:  info@idaontario.com 

SPRING 2011 

Welcome! 
To our newest members: 

 

 

Nancy Almeida, Cheryl Austin, Howard Balter, 

Pam  Briand, Maartje Brugman, Diana Dal 

Bello, Brigitte Dandenault, Mark Foerster, 

Tracy Hsu, Leora Kernan, Maleeha Khan,  

John McLeod, Saadia Mirza, Jennifer Pero,  

Jo Stebbings, Cora Westermann, Julie Wilson 

Together we can make a difference ... 

http://www.idaontario.com
http://www.interdys.org/
mailto:liisa.freure@idaontario.com

