
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Suzanne Carreker Ph.D.  
Keynote Address  

The Necessary Pieces for Critical Reading for All Students 
The topic of comprehensive literacy instruction considers the essential components of decoding and 

language comprehension and the underlying skills that are necessary for critical reading.  When the 
right pieces are in place, all students become active, reflective and evaluative readers.  This session 
will examine each component and underlying skill in a fun interactive manner and will provide 

insights into the instruction that best supports the development of these components and skills.   

 

 
 
                
        
 
 

 
  

Suzanne Carreker 

Ph.D. 
 

Suzanne Carreker Ph.D., is a 
Certified Academic Language 
Therapist and Qualified 

Instructor.  She is Vice President 
of Programs at Neuhaus 
Education Centre, an educational 
institute in Bellairre, Texas, that 

has offered professional 
development in scientifically 
based reading methods to more 

than 60, 000 teachers since its 
inception in 1980. 

Suzanne, a past president of The 

Houston Branch of the 
International Dyslexia 
Association (IDA) and current 

vice president of the national 
IDA board, is a frequent speaker 
at regional and national 

conferences and has authored a 
number of multi-sensory 
curricular, textbook chapters and 

journal articles. 

Suzanne consulted on and con-
tributed to the Texas Teacher 

Reading Academies and was a 
State Master Trainer for the 
Kindergarten and First Grade 
Texas Teacher Reading 

Academies.  She collaborated 
with the Alaska Department of 
Education and Early 

Development to develop an 
online course for teacher 
certification and served as a 

consultant to the Section of 
Neuropsychology, Wake Forest 
University. 

 

 

Time Conference at a Glance 
8:30 – 9:00 Introductions 

 

9:00 -10:00 

Keynote Address Suzanne Carreker Ph.D. 

Comprehensive Literacy Instruction:  
The Necessary Pieces for Critical Reading for All Students 

All Attendees 

 
10:00-10:30 

 

 

Coffee/Exhibitors 

 

10:30-12:00 

Suzanne Carreker Ph.D. 

How Spelling Errors Identify 
Student Needs and Inform 
Instruction 

 

           
 

  Professional Focus 

Léa Lacerenza, OCT M.Ed    

Reading Comprehension and 
Written Expression Strategies 
 

 

 
 

Parent Focus 

Dana Sahian, M.Sc. SLP 

“Now that he has it, why 
won’t he use it?” Strategies 
for Encouraging Successful 
Assistive Technology 

Implementation 
 

Parent Focus 

 
12:00-1:00 

 

 
Lunch/Exhibitors 

 

 

1:00-2:30 

Suzanne Carreker Ph. D. 

Scientific and Successful 
Spellers 
 
 

 
 
 

Parent Focus 

 Isabelle Giuliani M.H.Sc. 

&  Marie-Denyse Belec 
M.H.Sc. 
Senior Kindergarten 
Intervention Program for 

Phonemic Awareness 
(SKIPPA) 

 

Professional Focus 

Seanna Takacs M.Sc. Ph.D 

Candidate 
Morphology Instruction for 
students with dyslexia: 
Bridging Research and 

Practice 
 
 

Professional Focus 

 

2:30-3:00 
 

 
Coffee/Exhibitors 

 
3:00-4:30 

LEARNstyle 
D.J. Cunningham 
From 45% to 80%: How 

Assistive Technology Made Me 
an Academic Success! 
 

 
 

All Attendees 
 

The Gow School 
John Lindahl 
An Overview of Technology to 

Teach High School 
Mathematics 
 

 
 

All Attendees 

Microcomputer Science 
Centre  
Rayne Tunley 

Ginger Software Takes Text 
Corrections and Progress to 
the Next Level 

 
 

All Attendees 

 
4:30-5:00 

 
Exhibitor Hall /DRAW(4:45) 

 

     About 

 

 

 

 
  Allstream Conference Centre  105 Princes’ Blvd. Toronto, ON M6K 3C3   

                                                        www.idaontario.com   
 



  8th Annual ONBIDA 
Literacy & Learning Conference 
Saturday April 21st, 2012 

 

 

Allstream Conference Centre  
105 Princes’ Blvd. Toronto, 
 ON M6K 3C3   
 www.idaontario.com   
 

REGISTRATION 
RATES 

 
Early Bird 

Rate 
ends  

March 9, 
2012 

 
Regular 

Rate 
ends  

April 6, 
2012 

 
 

 
 

On-Site 
Rate 

ONBIDA 

Member 
$160 $180 $220 

Non-Member $185 $205 $220 

Parent Member 
attending parent focused  

sessions only 
$75 $90 $220 

Parent Non-
Member  

attending parent focused  
sessions only 

$120 $135 $220 

Student $60 $80 $100 

 
About ONBIDA: 
The Ontario Branch of the international Dyslexia Association is a non-profit 
charitable organization founded in June 2004, charitable registration 
number 85713 3078 RR0001, to assist people with dyslexia, their families 
and the professionals who work with them.  In addition to offering an annual 
conference, ONBIDA creates public awareness of dyslexia, responds to 
public inquiries related to dyslexia, maintains a referral list of 
testing/tutoring resources, facilitates parent education groups, offers lecture 
series, provides teacher training and outreach presentations, publishes a 
newsletter and maintains a website.  IDA was founded in memory of 
Samuel T. Orton. 
 
Volunteers Welcome! 
Contact us for opportunities to get involved with ONBIDA as our conference 
addresses issues of dyslexia remediation and education for professionals 
and parents.   
 
Come lend a hand in planning, preparing or helping on the day of the 
conference.  Please contact conference volunteer co-coordinator:  Anna 
Bundssei at abundssei@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Early Bird Registration ends March 9, 2012 
Pre-Registration ends April 6, 2011. Any registration 
received after April 6, 2012 will not be processed and will be 
returned. Onsite registrations may still be available after this 
date. Call or email conference@idaontario.com  
Attendees may register online (preferred) or by mail. 
Address: IDA Ontario ï attn: Conference Registration              
250 Donlea Drive, Toronto ON, M4G 2N2 
Registrations are NOT accepted via telephone. Onsite 
registration will be available, space permitting.  
 
All information on the Registration Form must be complete 
and accurate for your registration to be processed.  
Registration will not be processed without full payment. 
Receipts and Confirmation of Registration will be by email 
only.  
 
Questions about registration should be directed to 
conference@idaontario.com or call 416.423.0075.  
 

ONBIDA Elie Roth Scholarship 
For personal and professional development:  A limited 
number of scholarships are available to cover the 
registration fee for the 2012 ONBIDA conference for 
qualified applicants.  The scholarship application is available 

online at:  www.idaontario.com.  The deadline for 
applications is noon on March 2nd 2012. 

 

Members and Students 
IDA members must include their Membership Identification 
Number on the registration form to be eligible for the 
member rate. Please email info@interdys.org if you do not 
know your membership number.  
Students must provide proof of full-time student status to 
access the student rate. Please email or mail a copy of your 
student ID within 24 hours of online registration or send a 
copy with your mail-in registration form.  

 
Parent Membership is only $45 so why not join and benefit 
from the lower registration!  
Go to idaontario.com/Becoming-a-Member. 
 

Cancellation Policy 
The cancellation deadline is March 23, 2012.  There will be 
no refunds for cancellations of any type or for no-shows after 
this date. Please e-mail notification of cancellation/transfer 
to: conference@idaontario.com 
 
Cancellations received on or before March 23, 2012, will be 
eligible for a 50% refund. You are welcome to transfer your 
registration to another person. Non-members substituting for 
members will be charged the additional non-member fee. All 

refunds will be processed 6-8 weeks after the conference. 

abundssei@gmail.com
mailto:conference@idaontario.com
mailto:conference@idaontario.com
http://www.idaontario.com/
mailto:info@interdys.org
http://idaontario.com/Becoming-a-Member.html
mailto:conference@idaontario.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V Suzanne Carreker Ph.D. 

How Spelling Errors Identify Student Needs and 
Inform Instruction 
A studentôs spelling errors demonstrate what the student 
knows and needs to know about sounds and letter patterns for 
accurate spelling and decoding.  This session will present 
information about the stages and phases of spelling.  The 
evolution of English orthography will be discussed as will the 
use of spelling as an assessment tool that guides instruction.  
Participants will receive a handout that contains frequently 
recurring spelling patterns, rules and a rubric for assessing 
student errors. 
(Professional Focus) 
 

V Léa Lacerenza OCT M.Ed. 

Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 
Strategies 
Comprehension strategy instruction has been identified as one 
of the most effective interventions to improve reading 
comprehension.  This workshop will present specific skills and 
explicit strategies that promote reading comprehension and 
writing.  Learn how to help your child complete homework and 
assignments through the use of a self-questioning technique to 
monitor and evaluate understanding, recognize organizational 
structures of narrative and expository texts, identify main idea, 
and locate important and supportive information.  Useful text 
maps and procedures for formulating oral and written 
summaries and essays will be shared.   
(Parent Focus) 
 
Léa Lacerneza is a Special Education educator with 31 years 
of experience.  For the past 23 years  Léa has been seconded 
by the Learning Disabilities Research Program in the 
department of Neurology at The Hospital for Sick Children as 
the Senior Research Teacher and Lead Writer in Curriculum 
Development and Programs.  As the lead writer and co-author, 
Lea has translated current research into evidence based 
curriculum to meet the needs of struggling learners both at the 
elementary and secondary school level.  Lea is the winner of 
Exemplary Practice Awards for bringing research to practice to 
meet the learning needs of reading disabled students in the 
Toronto Catholic District School Board classrooms.  In addition 

Léa has co-authored numerous articles that have been 
published in professional journals. 
 
 

 

ONBIDA 2012 Literacy and Learning 
Conference 

www.idaontario.com 

V Dana Sahian M.Sc. Speech-Language 
Pathologist 

òNow that he has it, why wonôt he use it?ò Strategies 
for Encouraging Successful Assistive Technology 
Implementation. 
Parents and educators are often puzzled by the lack of desire 
their children demonstrate to use their assistive technology; it 
seems obviouséif it will make learning easier and more 
accessible, then why not use it?  Successful implementation is 
more about the strategies than the actual tools.  Dana will 
discuss the obstacles that teams commonly report and will 
provide practical strategies and innovative solutions for these 
perceived barriers. 
(Parent Focus) 
 
Dana is a speech-language pathologist with over 16 years of 
experience working with individuals with learning disabilities 
and complex communication disorders.  Dana's private 
practice focuses on giving these individuals the tools and 
strategies they need to be able to participate in reading, 
writing, learning and communication tasks at a level 
commensurate with their peers or cognitive abilities.  Dana is 
dedicated to finding the most up-to-date and mainstream 
solutions for her client's needs, including the use of computers 
with adaptive technology as well as iPods and iPads for 
education and communication. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V Suzanne Carreker Ph.D. 

Scientific and Successful Spellers 
Suzanne will present information about frequently recurring 
spelling patterns and rules.  She will also demonstrate 
effective ways for parents to work with their children on 
learning how to spell well.  Participants will receive a 
handout that contains frequently recurring spelling patterns 
and rules and activities that reinforce spelling. 
(Parent Focus) 
 
 

V Isabelle Giuliani  M.H.Sc. & Marie-
Denyse Belec, M.H.Sc  Speech-Language 

Pathologists 

The Senior Kindergarten Intervention for Phonemic 
Awareness:  An Example of Clinical Inquiry by 
Educational Speech-Language Pathologists. 
The speakers will discuss challenges to and strategies for 
clinical inquiry by educational SLPs in collaborative service 
contexts.  They will trace the clinical inquiry process used in 
the development, implementation, evaluation and 
subsequent refinement of SKIPPA, a phonemic awareness 
intervention program for SK students.  Clinical inquiry is the 
ongoing process of questioning and evaluating practice, 
providing evidence informed services based on available 
data and innovating through research and experiential 
learning (Curley, 1998). 
(Professional Focus) 
 
Isabelle Giuliani is a Speech-Language Pathologist at 
Toronto Catholic District School Board who has been 
involved in the implementation and expansion of SKIPPA 
since 2007.  She has provided many workshops for 
educators regarding oral language, narrative development, 
early literacy, phonological awareness and early 
identification. 
 
Marie Denyse Belec is a Speech-Language Pathologist at 
Toronto Catholic School Board who has been involved with 
the development and implementation of SKIPPA since its 
inception in 2005.  She is a co-writer of several 
collaborative resources for educators including Story Time! 
and AAA Vocabulary.  
 
 
 

 

V Seanna Takacs M.Sc., Ph.D. Candidate 

Morphology Instruction for Students with Dyslexia: 
Bridging Research and Practice 
Seanna will present pertinent research findings that 
demonstrate that students with dyslexia benefit from work 
targeted towards deconstruction and manipulation of 
morphemic features of complex words and that this work 
should be embedded in content area reading.  She will 
demonstrate how the work she has piloted with struggling 
readers from ages 6-10 years can be translated into 
reading, writing and spelling techniques to be used in the 
classroom.  The session will be conducted as a hands-on 
workshop so session attendees should come prepared to 
participate. 
(Professional Focus) 
 
Seanna Takacs is a doctoral candidate in the Faculty of 
Education at Simon Fraser University, British Columbia.  
Her research focuses on morphology and its role in 
decoding, vocabulary development and reading 
comprehension in normal, struggling readers and students 
with dyslexia.  Seanna is trained in Orton Gillingham 
methodology and teaches courses on reading, learning 
disabilities and educational psychology. 
 

 

 

ONBIDA 2012 Literacy and Learning 
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V D.J. Cunningham from LEARNstyle  

From 45% to 80%: How Assistive Technology 
Made Me an Academic Success! 
D.J.ôs presentation focuses on the success he found 
through the use of assistive technology.  In grade 4, D.J. 
was diagnosed with Dyslexia and ADHD.  His time in 
elementary and high school was challenging academically 
and resulted in low self-esteem.  Half way through his first 
year at Trent University he was exposed to assistive 
technology for the first time.  He went from a 45% average 
to an 80% average in one semester.  The only change was 
that he was using assistive technology coupled with 
learning strategies. 
During his presentation he will highlight 3 major milestones 
in his life; the moment he stopped liking school, the day he 
learned how to self-advocate and finally, when he 
discovered his learning strength, which was in the army. 
D.J.ôs story and presentation style are both energetic and 
fun.  He has presented to well over 10,000 students, 
teachers, parents and professionals.  His passion is to 
motivate and inspire.   
(All Attendees) 
 

V John Lindahl From the Gow School 

An Overview of Technology to Teach High School 
Mathematics 
Technology can play an important role in teaching 
mathematics to the dyslexic learner.  John will demonstrate 
the most commonly used technology by teachers at The 
Gow School.  Examples of videos created by some of The 
Gow School mathematics teachers will be provided. The 
following technology will be highlighted during the 
presentation: Tablet PC, Elmo document camera, SMART 
Recorder software, TI-84 Plus, TI-nSpire, and TI-89 
calculators, Geometer's Sketchpad, Green Globs and 
Graphing Equations, LoggerPro and more 
(All Attendees) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V Rayne Tunley From Micocomputer 

Science/Ginger Software 

The Dyslexia Revolution: Ginger Software Takes Text 
Correction and Progress Tracking to the Next Level. 
The advent of computer spell checkers proved to be a very useful 

tool for writers, enabling them to produce texts with lower error 

rates. This however is not the case for people who suffer from 

dyslexia as traditional spell checkers are unable to recognize their 

misspellings, making incorrect or misleading suggestions. Gingerôs 

breakthrough automatic spell and grammar checker enables writers 

to independently generate error-free writing with unprecedented 

accuracy. Based on full sentence context, Ginger can automatically 

correct severe spelling and grammatical mistakes, all in one click.  

In this presentation Ginger Softwareôs features will be demonstrated 
including Gingerôs newly released unique learning platform which 
prepares a personalized instruction course for each user, based on 
an automatic analysis of their writing and tailored to their specific 
needs. 
(All Attendees) 
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