
2010 Highlights 

13057 
Website visits 

2210 
Helpline contacts 

173 
Speaker series  

Attendees 

338 
Parent Group attendees 

182 
Conference registrants 

14 
Presentations and       

workshops 

 

lives touched by dyslexia 

and they have reached an 

audience that extends from 

local to international view-

ers. We were also chosen as 

the charity of choice to part-

ner with the Oliver Martin 

Memorial Trust Fund. This 

partnership has allowed us 

to further impact the lives of 

children with dyslexia in 

honour of Oliver Martin who 

successfully overcame the 

challenges of living with 

dyslexia. 

Clearly significant strides 

were made during the last 

year that will set the stage 

for further success in 2011. I 

would like to thank our 

dedicated Board of Direc-

tors who gave tirelessly of 

their time over the last year 

and the volunteers who 

made the execution of our 

programs and fundraiser 

possible. We are also in-

credibly grateful for the 

support of donors and com-

munity partners who made 

our work in 2010 possible. 

I look forward to seeing 

many of you in 2011! 

Michelle Halsey             

It has been an exciting and 

rewarding year for ONBIDA. 

In 2010 we marked six years 

that we have been serving 

the 1 in 10 people with dys-

lexia in our community, 

their families and the profes-

sionals who support them. 

Although we are a relatively 

new branch of the Interna-

tional Dyslexia Association, 

we have experienced a 

great many achievements. 

This past year was no ex-

ception and we reached 

many new milestones. 

Our dedicated team of vol-

unteers grew and as a result 

we expanded our Parent 

Education Groups to run 

successfully in three loca-

tions throughout Ontario. 

We also brought information 

about dyslexia to the public 

through local information 

fairs, Wilson Training, out-

reach presentations and at 

Word on the Street – Can-

ada‘s largest literary festi-

val. Attendance at our an-

nual conference was the 

highest ever and we re-

sponded to over 2,000 peo-

ple through our Information 

& Referral service. We 

spread the word about dys-

lexia to an entirely new 

group of individuals locally 

through our second annual 

Right To Read Night and 

through our social media 

platforms, including a newly 

launched YouTube channel, 

our reach has extended to 

tens of thousands of people.  

Other firsts in 2010 included 

the production of a video 

series and our first dyslexia 

awareness brochure. The 

three-part video series fea-

tured personal stories of 
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"I have learned so much 

fascinating information from 

the speaker series, been 

made aware of all the as-

pects of dyslexia in some-

one’s life and what can be 

done at the conferences and 

have found such comfort 

from other parents sharing 

their experiences and 

gained so much practical 

information from the parent 

group meetings that ON-

BIDA has provided"  

 
 

Riina Makk 
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Phone line for free   

information, support 

and referral 

Website—hosting, 

maintenance, updating 

Printing and publishing 

information materials, 

newsletter 

Public presentations on 

dyslexia 

Annual conference 

Scholarships 

Parent education group 

Teacher training and 

workshops 

The treasurer is the   

financial officer of the 

branch and serves as   

the authorized financial 

custodian of the branch 

and the branch’s funds.   

ONBIDA ends the 2010 

year in a strong financial 

position. This is entirely 

due to the continued gen-

erosity of our members 

and the various individu-

als and organizations that 

have come to support us. 

Thank you. 

After a difficult year in 

2009, ONBIDA‘s board 

returned with renewed 

optimism and determina-

tion. Through successful 

events such as the Annual 

Conference and Right to 

Read Night, as well as 

partnerships with organi-

zations such as the Oliver 

Martin Trust Memorial 

Trust Fund, ONBIDA was 

able to reach its fundrais-

ing goals. This has en-

abled ONBIDA to provide 

additional scholarships, 

enhance its programs and 

to continue to promote 

awareness of dyslexia. 

Looking forward, as ON-

BIDA grows, it is essential 

that we develop sustain-

able funding programs. 

This is the only way that 

we will be able to take on 

larger projects and to con-

tinue to improve and offer 

our current services. Fi-

nancially, this will be one 

of the main objectives in 

the coming years. 

ONBIDA is focused on the 

prudent management of 

its financial resources and 

seeks to optimize every 

dollar that it receives. The 

funds that have been 

raised go to raising public 

awareness and providing 

education and support to 

make a significant positive 

impact on the lives of 

those with dyslexia. 

The financial statements are audited by D‘Angela Sorrenti Palombo, Chartered Accountants. 
Copies are available at the Annual Members‘ Meeting on June 12, 2011, by calling (416) 716-

9296, by emailing info@idaontario.com, or on our website at www.idaontario.com 

Where your 

money goes: 

REVENUES  

EXPENSES  

The accompanying  pie charts represent the breakdown of 

our revenues and expenses for the year ended December 31, 

2010. 

 

On behalf of all of us at ONBIDA, we would like to sincerely 

thank you for your continued support. 

Officer:  

Eleanor Collins 

Our Task:  

I and R responds to 

inquiries via e-mail 

and phone.  

I and R continues to 

receive and respond 

to an ever-growing 

n u m b e r  o f 

interesting and im-

portant inquiries on a 

wide range of dys-

l e x i a - r e l a t e d 

issues,  thus consoli-

dating ONBIDA's in-

creasingly relevant 

position as the 'go-to' 

source for all things 

'dyslexia'.  

Information  

& Referral  

mailto:info@idaontario.com
http://www.idaontario.com/


Fundraising     Kevin Burgess 
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In 2010 ONBIDA also had the privilege of 

being associated with the Oliver Martin Me-

morial Trust Fund (OMMTF).  The OMMTF 

donated $25,000 to ONBIDA to be directed at 

programs to assist children with dyslexia.  

We are honoured that Oliver‘s family chose 

to support ONBIDA and are grateful to 

Oliver‘s family, friends and colleagues who 

contributed to the Fund to make this possi-

ble. 
 

In addition to our focused fundraising initia-

tives, we continue to receive generous dona-

tions from individuals and organizations 

throughout the year.  All of our donors are 

acknowledged in this Annual Report.  I 

would like to extend my personal thanks to 

all ONBIDA members, colleagues and 

friends who supported us in 2010.  
 

As we look forward to 2011, we expect fund-

raising will be an ongoing challenge.   While 

continuing to rally around our Annual Con-

ference and Fall campaign, our objective is 

to expand our fundraising strategy to make 

our finances more stable and sustainable 

over the long term.   Our ability to develop 

enduring relationships with existing and new 

donors, partners, sponsors, members and 

volunteers will be critical to our suc-

cess.  Thank you for your continued support. 

The mandate given to the Fundraising 

committee is to help ONBIDA achieve 

financial security in order to continue and 

expand programs, services and staff 

support to fulfill our mission.  Although 

the economic environment began to im-

prove in 2010, fundraising continued to 

be a challenge. However, through some 

very focused efforts and the generosity of 

major donors, ONBIDA was able to meet 

our fundraising objectives in 2010. 
 

Our primary fund raising efforts in 2010 

were again focused around our annual 

conference in May, and our Fall Fund 

Raising Campaign that kicked off in Octo-

ber in conjunction with Learning 

Disabilities Awareness month. Thanks to 
the exceptional work done by our Confer-

ence Committee, 2010 was a record year 

for fundraising associated with our annual 

conference, netting over $28,000 in 2010 

versus $1,500 in 2009.  Our Fall Fundrais-

ing Campaign raised $25,000, with over 

$16,000 of the proceeds coming from  our 

second annual ―Right to Read Night‖ 

fundraising event, held on October 9.  

Special thanks to the RTRN volunteer 

committee that worked tirelessly to make 

that event a success.   

Communications              Michelle Halsey 

In 2010 the Communications Committee 

created innovative marketing pieces to 

raise public awareness for dyslexia. In 

partnership with Azure Productions, To-

ronto French School and a number of indi-

viduals willing to share their stories about 

dyslexia, we produced a three part series 

of awareness videos. The videos were 

publicized locally and globally through a 

newly created YouTube channel. Feed-

back was overwhelmingly positive and 

we continue to hear from people who 

have been touched by the stories. We are 

very grateful to Victoria and Nicholas 

Woolcott, Maartje, Niels and Sophie Brug-

man, Rob Wollziefer, and Luba Dudar for 

sharing their experiences. 

We also created ONBIDA‘s first brochure 

that is a pocket design including inserts 

on defining dyslexia, assessment, reme-

diation, programs, and information on the 

Oliver Martin Memorial Trust Fund. As 

well, the committee coordinated a live 

appearance by our president, Liisa 

Chair: Kevin Burgess 
 

Members:  

All board members 
 

Our Task:  

The responsibility of this 

committee is to identify 

potential sources of 

funding, including, but 

not limited to, dona-

tions, grants and spon-

sorships.  The commit-

tee develops and imple-

ments fundraising     

projects. 

I would like to express 
my appreciation for the 

scholarship to the  
dyslexia conference 

which was wonderful. 
Not only was the 

programming excellent 
and of value, the 

opportunity to encounter 
other professionals with 

like interests and 
concerns during recesses 

was productive. Without 
your support, I would 

have missed a 
conference that likely 

should have been 
mandatory for all 

working in the field.” 
 

Renee Nerima 
Freure, on the community segment of Day-

time Toronto – a Rogers TV program. Both 

Liisa and board member Jan MacLean also 

spoke on radio stations throughout the prov-

ince in 2010. In addition, ONBIDA engaged 

the public at events like Word on the Street, 

the York Region Parent and Provider Fair, 

and the Reading is Sexy calendar signing. 

We worked in conjunction with other com-

mittees to promote events like parent educa-

tion groups, Right To Read Night, and train-

ing. We developed a new way to promote 

the upcoming 2011 conference by producing 

ONBIDA‘s first website badge for use in 

online mediums. We also conducted surveys 

of our parent groups and speaker series at-

tendees for the first time. Feedback was 

glowing and we have been able to identify 

even more ways to bring parents and profes-

sionals the information they need. 

We look forward to finding more new and 

innovative ways to let the community know 

about dyslexia and ONBIDA programs in 

2011! 

Members:  

Michelle Halsey 

Liisa Freure 

Our Task:  

The responsibility of this 

committee is to inform 

members, other organi-

zations and the general 

public about the ongo-

ing activities of the 

branch.  Communica-

tions helps recruit mem-

bers and increase atten-

dance at branch func-

tions.  This committee 

also maintains an up-

dated mailing list of 

important contacts for 

the branch and man-

ages the content of the 

website. 



Chairs: Tali Kellerstein, 

Sally Gfeller 

Members:  

Jen Goudey 
 

Our Task:   

The responsibility of this 

committee is to organize 

and provide research 

informed presentations 

for the general public 

and    for specific target    

audiences.  

Speaker Series    Sally Gfeller          
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 Conference      Valerie Fish 
Chair: Valerie Fish 

Members:  Kevin Bur-

gess, Liisa Freure, Cathi 

Fynn, Michelle Halsey, 

Tali Kellerstein, Roby 

Hochman, Reshma 

Patel, Jan MacLean, 

Sally Shearman 
 

 

 

 

Our Task:  

This committee is re-

sponsible for planning 

and conducting pro-

grams designed to 

meet the needs and 

interests of the mem-

bership.  The varied 

programs include 

speakers, panel pres-

entations, workshops, 

conferences, parent 

education groups, and 

social events, in order 

to reach out to the    

diverse membership 

and the public. 

The focus of this committee in 2010 was 

to organize the 6th annual Dimensions of 

Dyslexia Conference on May 8th, 2010 at 

Havergal College, evaluate that confer-

ence, and begin planning the 2011 con-

ference. This committee met on a regu-

lar basis to organize the full range of 

logistical, financial and educational is-

sues in preparing a full day conference 

to meet the needs of professional con-

tinuing education and parent education 

on the topic of dyslexia remediation.  

Attendance was the highest yet at 253 

participants including exhibitors, non-

registrant volunteers and speakers/ pre-

senters. The conference was dedicated 

to founding ONBIDA board member 

Sonia Reichman. 

The day began with an interactive the-

atric experience called ‗Learn Dis‘ that 

melded stories about dyslexia from the 

audience with the creative, dramatic 

process from Inspired and Free‘s tal-

ented troupe of actors led by David Jan 

Jurasek.  Dr. Hyla Rubin addressed the 

professional attendees on the topic of 

how to optimize children‘s language 

analysis skills and maximize children‘s 

opportunities to store, retrieve, seg-

ment, read and spell words. Parent at-

tendees had three sessions on support-

ing their children who struggle with lit-

eracy learning, with Special Education 

teacher Sally Shearman, Learning Dis-

ability Specialist Dr. Pearl Levey, and 

Speech-Language Pathologist Susan 

Bernstein. The feedback received from 

attendees was overwhelmingly positive for 

all the speakers.  

ONBIDA provided 5 scholarships, in honour 

of Mr. Elie Roth, who was instrumental in 

the creation of ONBIDA, for qualified appli-

cants to attend the conference. Three 

teachers, one student and one parent quali-

fied and received the scholarships. Addi-

tionally two very generous young people 

with dyslexia gave of their time and their 

creative works to be sold at the conference: 

Author Tory Woollcott sold her book, and 

singer/songwriter Gordon Marshall sold his 

CD and donated the proceeds to ONBIDA.  

An extensive post conference feedback 

questionnaire was emailed to attendees 

with valuable feedback provided such as 

program satisfaction receiving 4.5/ 5 over-

all. The feedback has been used to inform 

the planning of ONBIDA‘s 2011 conference, 

particularly in terms of the 2011 conference 

themes of helping dyslexic children 

throughout the broader grade levels as 

they age, how to advocate for children with 

dyslexia, and how professionals and par-

ents alike can become even more instru-

mental in helping children with dyslexia 

succeed inside and outside the classroom.  

The 2010 conference yielded the highest 

revenue to date, at $52,169 across the cate-

gories of conference sponsorships, regis-

tration fees, exhibitor fees, advertising 

fees, donations and raffle revenue. Confer-

ence expenses were $ 26,797 with a net 

income from the conference $25,372 to be 

used to run programs and services.   

ONBIDA hosted three speakers in 2010.  

Our Speaker Series included Dr. Cathy 

Barr, senior scientist at the Hospital for 

Sick Children and the Toronto Western-

Hospital, and Professor within the De-

partment of Psychiatry at the University 

of Toronto,  who presented on the topic 

Genetics of Reading Disabilities; Dr. Peter 

Chaban, Head, School Liaison Project, 

Community Health Systems Resource 

Group, Hospital for Sick Children, who 

discussed Supporting Teenagers with 

Learning Disabilities/ADHD; and Dr John 

McNamara, Professor, Child and Youth 

Studies, Brock University and Ashley Gra-

ham, Executive Director, Learning Disabili-

ties Association of Niagara, who shared 

research and information about Using a 

Direct-Code Approach to Support Children 

with Dyslexia. All of our lectures were very 

well received and Dr. Peter Chaban got 

attendees so excited and wanting more that 

he has been invited back to kick off the 

2011-2012 series in October 2011.  We are 

always looking for new and innovative re-

search to share with our community. 

ELIE ROTH 

CONFERENCE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS 

Tammy Boisclair 

Susan Couprie 

Jessica Lamont  

Deb Konyi 

Renee Nerima 



Chair:  Sue Barr 

Members: Jan       

MacLean, Riina Makk 
 

Our Task:  

The responsibility of 

this committee is to 

provide parents with 

support and education 

so they can make in-

formed decisions with 

regards to the educa-

tion and well being of 

their dyslexic child. 

The ONBIDA Parent Education Group 

has grown from a single group in Rich-

mond Hill to three groups. There are 

parent groups now in Toronto, Kingston 

and Richmond Hill. The groups meet 

from four to six times per year and atten-

dance ranges from seven to forty peo-

ple. 

Topics in 2010 included: Navigating Psy-

chological Reports—Dr. Karen Ghelani, 

psychologist; Using Technology— Bon-

nie Plouffe, Microcomputer Science Cen-

tre; The Struggling Reader and Books— 

Jennifer Harrison, OG reading therapist; 

Orton– Gillingham Therapy/Tutoring 

Sessions—Mahjabeen  Sadik,OG read-

ing tutor; Central Auditory Processing 

Disorder—Colleen Lipinski, audiologist 

and Peter Stelmacovich, FM project Man-

ager Phonak Canada; The Ministry Docu-

ment Shared Solutions—Janet Porter, Prin-

cipal of Student Services YRDSB and 

Wendy Swain, Vice-Principal of Student 

Services YRDSB; and Experiences of a   

Dyslexic Author and Illustrator—Tory 

Woollcott.  Thank you to our presenters for 

coming and sharing their expertise! 

We would like to thank Starbucks at Laird 

and Wicksteed for sponsoring the Toronto 

group and Starbucks at  Richmond Heights 

Plaza for sponsoring the Richmond Hill 

group.  Thanks to Tara Natural Foods for 

sponsorship of the Kingston Group. 

We are very pleased with the possibility 

that another parent education group will 

soon start in Uxbridge.  

Several teacher and parent training ini-

tiatives were undertaken in 2010 in  To-

ronto and Kingston.  ONBIDA co-

sponsored a 1-day Wilson Fundations 

training program .  Fundations is a Tier-1 

classroom based program for K-3 which 

can also be used as a Tier-2 program in 

small groups.   It took place in Toronto 

on July 8th at Seneca College with 29 at-

tendees and a waiting list.  The Oliver 

Martin Fund generously sponsored 6 

scholarships for this training.  ONBIDA 

has received requests to help facilitate 

further Wilson Program training.   

 In March , ten teachers in Kingston at-

tended the workshop Multisensory 

Structured Language Workshop: Phonics 

offered by Jan MacLean (AOGPE Certi-

fied) and again in November twenty 

teachers attended the workshop Mul-

tisensory Structured Language Work-

shop: Syllable Structure.  Each workshop 

was well received and there have been 

requests for more.   

 In April Jan MacLean spoke to forty pre-

service teachers at MacArthur College 

about dyslexia and differentiated read-

ing  instruction for students with dys-

lexia.   

A parent training initiative has also been 

started with Jennifer Harrison (AOGPE 

Associate) running two workshops in 

Kingston for 15 parents on Multisensory 

Structured Language: Spelling.  While par-

ents have always been welcome at any of 

the teacher training ONBIDA has offered, 

we plan to expand our offering of training 

opportunities  specifically for parents in the 

upcoming year.   

ONBIDA also continued to distribute the 

Early Warning Signs checklist for parents 

(teachers have also been very interested in 

this checklist) and will be reprinting more.   

Without a doubt the interest in teacher and 

parent training in multisensory structured 

language is growing and the committee will 

be exploring ways to facilitate more train-

ing opportunities in the up-coming year.  

Although not organised by ONBIDA, Sally 

Shearman, a founding member and Presi-

dent of  ONBIDA  2004-2009, Past President 

2009-2010  and Special Education teacher 

with the York Regional District School 

Board, held a very important day-long 

workshop September 25th in St. John‘s New-

foundland organised by the Council of Spe-

cial Services entitled Dyslexia: Signs, Symp-

toms and Solutions.   The main target group 

was teachers but there were also psycholo-

gists and speech and language therapists in 

the group of 100 attendees who turned out 

despite the hurricane!  This excellent pres-

entation has been recorded on DVD, mak-

ing it if a fabulous resource that will be 

available to  others. 

Parent Education   Sue Barr 
Page 5 

2010 ANNUAL REPORT  

Training      Jan MacLean 

Chair: Jan MacLean 

Members:  

Liisa Freure 

Tali Kellerstein 
 

Our Task:   

The responsibility of 

this committee is to 

organize and provide 

research informed 

teacher  training ses-

sions and workshops, 

as well as informational 

presentations for the 

general public and    

for specific target    

audiences.  

OMMTF TRAINING 

SCHOLARSHIP  

RECIPIENTS  
 

Rebecca Brown 

MaryEllen McGeachie 

Dorothy Van Esbroeck 

Delphine White 

Karen Zabel 
 

ONBIDA TRAINING 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Judy Henderson 

“We received some 

great news today, Our 

son was granted the 

disability certificate!!!!           

I am so excited! I'm so 

glad for our ONBIDA  

Kingston chapter, as I 

never would have never 

known about the 

disability certificate 

otherwise.” 

  

Christa Gray  



"The video is a good 

representation of what I 

see daily, in my 

encounters with families, 

as an educational 

advocate. An honest 

representation of 

Dyslexia affecting 

students in today’s 

education system. As an 

adult myself, with severe 

Dyslexia, I am pleased 

to see an everyday face 

and story shared about 

the positive effects when 

schools use the correct 

intervention and have an 

up to date 

understanding of how 

students with Dyslexia 

learn and grow in 

acquiring reading and 

writing skills. Great job 

on the video messages!”  
 

Video Viewer  

The Newsletter Committee published 

four professional newsletters in 2010. 

Content included: our regular letter from 

the Executive Director; coverage of 

events such as our 6th annual Confer-

ence (including mention of sponsors as 

part of our sponsorship benefit pack-

age), Teacher Training, Speaker Series, 

Parent Education Group meetings, and 

our 2nd annual fundraiser, Right to Read 

night; special events such as Reading is 

Sexy calendar signing, York Region Par-

ent and Provider Information Fair, Word 

on the Street, information workshops, 

radio spots, television appearances, 

launch of YouTube video series, the 

opening of Claremont School—the first 

school in Toronto exclusively serving 

students with dyslexia,  and an article 

about some entrepreneurial kids who 

raised money for ONBIDA with a lemon-

ade stand.  Also included were Tory 

Woollcott‘s Comic Book Corner as a 

regular feature, further excerpts from 

Tory‘s book ―Raspberry Thorn‖, letters  

from Tory‘s fans, book reviews, reviews 

of new tools and recently published    

resources related to dyslexia, and acknowl-

edgement of donations and new ONBIDA 

members.  Our December issue saw the 

launch of a new column by Amanda Rey-

nolds, an adult with dyslexia who brings  a 

fresh perspective to issues of daily living  

and broadens our focus to include coping 

after leaving school. 

The Right to Read Newsletter began gener-

ating advertising revenue by accepting ad-

vertising from The Claremont School, J‘s 

Learning Tools, YMCA Academy, KidSpeech 

& Family Rehabilitation, and SRA Direct       

Instruction Institute. 

We continue to use the newsletter as a vehi-

cle to acknowledge and thank those who 

help support our mission through sponsor-

ship, volunteering or donations.  As always, 

in our efforts to attract a wider range of 

readers and reach a more diverse audience, 

we continue to welcome contributions that 

help us to inform our readership about a 

broad range of topics related to the field of 

dyslexia.  All newsletters are archived and 

are available for download on our website.   

Newsletter     Liisa Freure 

VOLUNTEERS ñ Thank you for all that you do! 

Page 6 

2010 ANNUAL REPORT 

Chair: Liisa Freure 

Editor:  

Liisa Freure 
 

Members:  

Caitlin Coughey 

Toby Goldberg 

Barb MacLean 
 

Our Task: 

The branch newsletter 

keeps our membership 

and the public informed 

about activities at the 

provincial and local 

level, and communicates 

current information 

about issues and        

research related to    

dyslexia.   

  Increased social media reach by  
    increasing followers on Twitter and  

    friends on Facebook 

  Integrated Twitter, Facebook and 

     social media sharing functionality  

     into all marketing, e-mail, and event 

     notifications 

   Successfully connected with conference 

     sponsor through Twitter and attracted  

     guest from Pakistan to Right To Read  

     Night through Facebook 

  Launched YouTube channel 

  Migrated all event registration to  

    Constant Contact for significant savings 

13057 
Website visits 

 

1340 
Absolute unique 

visitors 
 
 

4231 
Pageviews 

 
 

87 
Countries  

 Technology Committee               

Cheryl Alexander, Cheryl Austin, Sue Barr, Samantha Black, Maartje Brugman, Kevin Burgess, Lisa Calandra, Ashley 

Campobasso, Shirley Chan, Eleanor Collins, Caitlin Coughey, Mary-Jane Courchesne, Louise Curtis, Freddie De-

bachy, Collette Dejonge-Howard, Amar Dhanoya, Jessica Fish, Ruthie Fish, Joel Fish, Valerie Fish, Liisa Freure, An-

drew Fynn, Cathi Fynn, Sally Gfeller, Toby Goldstein, Dory Goodlin, Jen Goudey, Jessica Hagg, Michelle Halsey, 

Monica Halsey, Laurie Hambly, Jennifer Harrison, Crispin Haskins, High School Students of Zareinu Educational Cen-

ter (Vocational Program), Roby Hochman, Linda Jackson, Albert Janzen, Rose Kamnitzer, Sioban Karman, Tali Keller-

stein, Jina Kim, Deb Konyi, Arlene Lapowich, Laurie Leason, Colleen Lipinski, James Lipinski, Marcelina Lobalsamo, 

Riina Makk, Gordon Marshall, Anita McFarlane, Nick Michalak, Jan MacLean, Stephanie Myers, Sue Osborne, Lina 

Palicaro, Reshma Patel, Jennifer Pero, Agnieszka Polanowski-Fecica, Retired Educators of Durham, Sally Shearman, 

Andrea Shragge, Jill Strapp, Vivian Sung, Wayne Thomas, Jessica Thompson, Kathy VanderZwaag, Emma Walter, 

Debra Watkinson, Ann Wills, Tory Woollcott.  

YouTube 
4249 

Channel Views 
 

3541 
Video Views 

 
 

Facebook 
206  

Members 
 

Twitter 
227  

Followers 



Supporters  

Individual Donors 
Nancy Abell 
Sheldon Adelson 
Antonella Agard 
Sharon Appleby 
Tish Ball 
Sue Barr 
Catherine Beckingham 
Catherine Bourne 
Elizabeth Bouthillier 
Abigail Brawn 
Wilson Brawn 
Pam Briand 
David Brown 
Gordon Brown 
Kristen Brown 
Dr. Monica Brown 
Adele Bugajski 
Kevin Burgess 
Pilar Chapman 
Michael Chapman 
Robyn Cockwill 
Beverly Craig 
Patricia Demaree 
Stephanie Deslauriers 
Jennifer Druskis 
Clare Duggan 
Michael Dupree 
Helen Dusting 
Abraham Fish 
Krystyna Flynn 
James Fong 
Sandra Frajoso 
Carolyn Freeborough 
Cathi Fynn 
Stephen Gash 
Sally Gfeller 
Rob Gilmour 
John & Jennifer Goudey 
Shirley Goven 
Michelle Halsey 
James Hensley 
Stefanie Hill 
Heather Jamison 
Lisa Jeremic 
Michael Kalles 

Lesley Kenyon 
Don Kerstens 
Diana Lefevre 
Helen Martin 
Jean Martindale 
Karen Mazer 
Susy Miller 
Neil Milliken 
Garilene McNichols 
Matthew Noble-
Wohlgemut 
Jennifer Osborne 
Susan Overvelde 
Reshma Patil 
Laurie Petrou 
Stephanie Pharoah 
Richard Pivnick 
Helen Porter 
Darrell Porter 
Carl Porter 
Jessica Posthuma 
Lionel Schipper 
Sally Shearman 
Michelle Smith 
Coral Snelling 
Michele Steenbakkers 
Leah Stephenson 
Daniel Strapp 
Martin Togman 
Ruth Travis 
Mike Walsh 
Elaine Whittaker 
Mary White 
Janice Wilby 
Alex Wu 
Goodman & Company, 
Investment Counsel 
Larry & Cookie Rossy 
Family Foundation 
Peel Elementary 
Teachers Local 
Russell Investments 
Canada Limited 
Uranerz Energy  
Corporation 

EXHIBITORS 

Autoskill School Specialty 

Intervention 

Bookshare in Canada 

Burnsbooks Publishing 

Bridges-Canada 

Centre for Assessment and  

Remedial Education  

Educan 

The Gow School 

Intel Corporation (sponsor) 

J's Learning Tools 

Marathon Learning Materials Ltd. 

Microcomputer Science Centre Inc. 

Spectrum Educational Supplies 

Teachers Credit Union (sponsor) 

Wilson Language Training 
 

ADVERTISERS 

Canadian Language and Literacy  

 

RAFFLE CONTRIBUTORS 

Bookburns Publishing, Bookshare, 

Bridges, Intel, Everest Wholesale, 

Glen Eagle Golf Course, Great  

Leaps Inc., J‘s Learning Tools,  

John Corcoran Foundation, 

Letterland, Linguisystems Inc., 

Microcomputer Science Inc., 

Spectrum Educational Supplies Ltd., 

Wilson Language Training Corp 
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ONBIDA gratefully acknowledges the following individuals, companies 

and organizations for their  kind and generous contributions  

Right to Read Night  

CORPORATE EVENT PARTNERS 
 

Silver 

Pure Metal Galvanizing 

Pravda Vodka House 

Bronze 

McGregor Socks 

New York Fries 

Stolichnaya Vodka 

Carol Wrigley, Royal Lepage      

Signature Realty 
  

IN KIND DONORS 

Creative Bags 

Jim Hensley 

Sheri Kidd Graphics 

The Printing House 

 

HOST 

Wayne Thomas 

SILENT AUCTIONS DONORS 
 

Adam the Painter, Adelaide Club, Bay-
view Village Shopping Mall, Benito & 
Frank Salon, Beth Godfrey Designs, 
Bijoux Village, Carole Tanenbaum Vin-
tage Collection, Café du Lac, Char-
maine Foley, Crispin Haskins, Personal 
Trainer – Adelaide Club, Crumpler 
Canada, David Brown, Downward Dog 
Yoga Studio, Dufflet Pastries, Finesse, 
Gary Clement, Greg's Ice Cream, Har-
bour Sixty Steakhouse, Henry Brunton 
Golf School, Homefront on Eglinton 
Avenue West, Jewels Define You, John 
Myers of Milwaukee Electric Tool, La 
Ferme Black River, Laura Dunn, Longest 
Yard Pub, Luc Corneli & 46° North Re-
sorts Inc., Maartje Jewels, Matt Napier, 
McCague Borlack LLP, McCormick Can-
ada, McGrath Tenpenny Wealth Man-
agement Group, Mitch Dennehy of 
Homelite Canada Inc., Moksha Yoga 
Downtown, Molson Canada, National 
Ballet of Canada, Randy Couture Fit-
ness, Scotia McLeod - The Spiess 
McGlade Team, Stefanie Hill, Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival, Suzy Roher, Tar-
ragon Theatre, Tawse Winery, The 
Scribe and Spindle, Universal Lighting, 
VIA Rail, Vicky's Jewelery, Vistek, 
Wright's Wellness Clinic, Yogapath, 
Yummy Stuff 

Annual Conference  
 

SPONSORS 
 

Platinum 

 

 

 

 

Gold 

 

 

 

 

Silver 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 

Dundee Wealth 

School Specialty Intervention 

St Joseph Communications 

 

Bronze 

CapturaTalk 

Everest Wholesale 

Hilroy Canada 

Imperial Capital 

John Corcoran Foundation 

McCaul Importers 

Staedtler Canada 

Video Series Production  

Azure Productions 
 

Toronto French School—location 

Maartje, Niels and Sophie Brugman 

Luba Dudar and Rob Wollziefer 

Victoria and Nicholas Woollcott 

Parent Education Group  
SPONSORS 

Starbucks 

Toronto—Laird & Wicksteed  

Richmond Hill—Richmond Heights Plaza 

Tara Natural Foods 

 Elementary Teachers Federation Ontario 

Kingston 
 

PRESENTERS 
John DeLuca 

Karen Ghelani 
Jennifer Harrison 

 Sue Barr & Siobhan Karman 
Colleen Lipinski & Peter Stelmacovich 

John McNamara & Ashley Graham 
Pat Player 

Bonnie Plouffe 
Janet Porter & Wendy Swaine 

Mahjabeen Sadik 
Victoria Woollcott  
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115 Hanna Road 

Toronto, ON 

M4G 3N5 

Phone: 416-716-9296 

Web: www.idaontario.com 

Email: info@idaontario.com 

About IDA 
 

Headquartered in Baltimore, Maryland, IDA has 

more than 13,000 members worldwide. Members 

and the public-at-large have access to local re-

sources throughout 47 branches in the U.S. and  

Canada and 17 Global Partners around the world.  

 

About ONBIDA 
 

The Ontario Branch of the International Dys-

lexia Association (ONBIDA) is a non-profit chari-

table organization founded in June 2004. The 

branch is operated almost entirely by volunteers, 

providing free information, support and referral 

services to the public.  

THE INTERNATIONAL DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION ONTARIO BRANCH 

IDA Purpose Statement 

The purpose of IDA is to pursue and provide the most 

comprehensive range of information and services that 

address the full scope of dyslexia and related  difficulties 

in learning to read and write … 

In a way that creates hope, possibility and partnership … 

So that every individual has the opportunity to lead a   

productive and fulfilling life, and society benefits from  

the resource that is liberated. 

 

IDA Mission Statement 

The International Dyslexia Association is an international 

organization that concerns itself with the complex issues 

of dyslexia. The IDA membership consists of a variety of 

professionals in partnership with individuals with dyslexia 

and their families. We believe all individuals have the 

right to achieve their potential, that individual learning 

abilities can be strengthened, and that social, educational 

and cultural barriers to language acquisition and use must 

be removed. 

IDA actively promotes effective teaching approaches and 

related clinical educational intervention strategies for 

individuals with dyslexia. We support and encourage in-

terdisciplinary study and research. We facilitate the ex-

ploration of the causes and early identification of dyslexia 

and are committed to the responsible and wide dissemi-

nation of research-based knowledge. 

IDA Purpose and Mission 

Promoting literacy through research, education and advocacy. 

WWW.IDAONTARIO .COM 

 

―Thank you so very much for getting back to me so 

quickly. Receiving this information brought tears (of 

happiness) to my eyes. I feel like people think I am 

making a “mountain out of a mole hill." They keep 

telling me that he'll get it with repetition but when I 

see my son crying because he has to read, my gut 

and heart tell me something more is happening. He 

is so quick to pick up on things and this is why I get 

the feeling that we need to explore why reading/

writing isn't coming as quickly as other tasks.  Thanks 

so much and I will be in touch and follow through 

with the activity you sent and the contact numbers 

you gave me. Have a wonderful holiday!”   

            Jessie Morley Brown  

Charitable Registration Number 85713 3078 RR0001  

 

 Promote awareness of dyslexia 

 Improve identification and assessment of children with dyslexia 

 Train teachers to effectively work with students with dyslexia 

 

During the year we rolled out several initiatives that touched people‘s lives. 

We look forward to our continued partnership with Oliver‘s family to pro-

mote the Trust Fund‘s goals. 

In 2010 we were pleased to begin a partnership with Alan Dudeck and Susan 

Martin to honour the life of Oliver Martin. In Oliver‘s memory, and to provide 

inspiration and support to others, Oliver Martin‘s family established the 

Oliver Martin Memorial Trust Fund. In recognition of Oliver‘s lifelong         

challenge with dyslexia, the Trust Fund has linked with ONBIDA to: 

Oliver Martin Memorial Trust Fund 

Founded in Memory of Samuel T. Orton 

http://www.idaontario.com

